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• Your purpose is Jesus 

• Your mission is given by Jesus 

• We need God given direction  

 

Phil. 2:25-30 (ESV) I have thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus my brother and 

fellow worker and fellow soldier, and your messenger and minister to my need, 26 for he has 

been longing for you all and has been distressed because you heard that he was ill. 27 Indeed he 

was ill, near to death. But God had mercy on him, and not only on him but on me also, lest I 

should have sorrow upon sorrow. 28 I am the more eager to send him, therefore, that you may 

rejoice at seeing him again, and that I may be less anxious. 29 So receive him in the Lord with 

all joy, and honor such men, 30 for he nearly died for the work of Christ, risking his life to 

complete what was lacking in your service to me. 

 

1st) Your mission requires PLANNING.  

 

Phil. 2:25-30 (ESV) I have thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus 

 

• Might require trust in another person 

• Paul had to trust and plan 

• my brother and fellow worker and fellow soldier, and your messenger and minister to my 

need, 

• He was a Christian - my brother 

 

2 Cor. 6:14(NLT) Don’t team up with those who are unbelievers. How can righteousness be a 

partner with wickedness? How can light live with darkness? 

 

• He was a go getter - fellow worker 

• He was a warrior - fellow soldier 

• He was Gospel centered - your messenger 

• He was called by God for Paul - minister to my need 

• Benefits of planning: 

• Planning eliminates stress in difficult times 

 

Proverbs 6:6-8 (NLT) Take a lesson from the ants, you lazy fellow. Learn from their ways and be 

wise! 7 For though they have no king to make them work, 8 yet they labor hard all summer, 

gathering food for the winter 

 

• Planning affects the decisions you make 

 

Luke 14:31-32 (TLB) “Or what king would ever dream of going to war without first sitting down 

with his counselors and discussing whether his army of 10,000 is strong enough to defeat the 

20,000 men who are marching against him? 



• Planning increases the chance of completion of a project 

 

Luke 14:28-30 (TLB) “But don’t begin until you count the cost. For who would begin 

construction of a building without first getting estimates and then checking to see if he has 

enough money to pay the bills?  Otherwise he might complete only the foundation before running 

out of funds. And then how everyone would laugh!  “‘See that fellow there?’ they would mock. 

‘He started that building and ran out of money before it was finished!’ 

 

• The quality of your preparation determines the quality of your performance 

 

Prov. 22:29 (ESV) Do you see a man skillful in his work? He will stand before kings; he will not 

stand before obscure men. 

 

2nd) Your mission requires your full ATTENTION.  

 

Phil. 2:26a (ESV) for he has been longing for you all… 

 

Matt. 6:33 (NIV) But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be 

given to you as well. 

 

• What you focus on most is what is strongest in your life.  

 

Phil. 3:13-14 (NIV) Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. 

But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on 

toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

 

• Focus creates stability 

 

James 1:8 (NIV) Such a person is double-minded and unstable in all they do. 

 

• Focus affects emotions 

 

Lamentations 3:51 (GNT) My heart is grieved when I see what has happened to the women of the 

city 

 

• Focusing on God’s word daily will strengthen my mission 

 

Deut. 11:18-20 (NIV) Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds; tie them as symbols on 

your hands and bind them on your foreheads.  Teach them to your children, talking about them 

when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get 

up. 20 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates, 

 

Thoughts on focus: 

 

• Recognize that broken focus destroys the dream behind your mission 

• Control what enters your mind 



• Pursue relationships that increase your focus on your assignment 

 

3rd) Your mission will require MIRACLES.  

 

Phil. 2:26b-27 (ESV) … all and has been distressed because you heard that he was ill. 27 Indeed 

he was ill, near to death. But God had mercy on him, and not only on him but on me also, lest I 

should have sorrow upon sorrow.  

 

• Seeds create crops 

• Never minimize anything  

• Nothing is little to God 

 

Zechariah 4:10a (TLB) Do not despise this small beginning, for the eyes of the Lord rejoice to 

see the work begin,   

 

Job 8:7 (NLT) And though you started with little, you will end with much. 

 

• Your mission may seem small at times 

 

4th) Your mission will be revealed PROGRESSIVELY, not all at once.  

 

Phil. 2:28 (ESV) I am the more eager to send him, therefore, that you may rejoice at seeing him 

again, and that I may be less anxious.  

 

• Your puzzle is revealed piece by piece. 

• God is interested in a relationship, not a moment  

 

Isaiah 28:13a (ESV) And the word of the Lord will be to them precept upon precept, precept 

upon precept, line upon line, line upon line, here a little, there a little,  

 

• Each day produces new clues to your Assignment 

 

Acts 8:26 (NIV) Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert 

road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.”.  

 

Acts 8:29 (NIV) The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.” 

 

Acts 8:40 (KJV) "Philip was found at Azotus: and passing through he preached in all the cities, 

till he came to Caesarea" 

 

• What you do first determines what God reveals next. 

• Every situation is an opportunity for learning 

• One day at a time 

 

5th) Your mission will send you where you are CELEBRATED, not tolerated.  

 



Phil. 2:29(ESV) So receive him in the Lord with all joy, and honor such men,  

 

• Somebody, somewhere, sometime will celebrate you. 

 

Matthew 10:11-14 (NIV) Whatever town or village you enter, search there for some worthy 

person and stay at their house until you leave.  As you enter the home, give it your greeting.  If 

the home is deserving, let your peace rest on it; if it is not, let your peace return to you.  If 

anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, leave that home or town and shake the dust 

off your feet. 

 

• Acceptance is earned 

• It takes time 

• There is no end to the doubts the enemy will put into your head about your life and your 

mission  

 

Matt. 7:6 (NIV) “Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, 

they may trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces. 

 

• Qualify the soil around you before planting the Seed of your life. 


