
Genesis 18:23-25 (NIV) Then Abraham approached Him and said: “Will You 
sweep away the righteous with the wicked? What if there are fifty righteous 
people in the city? Will You really sweep it away and not spare the place for 
the sake of the fifty righteous people in it? Far be it from You to do such a 
thing--to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the 
wicked alike. Far be it from You! Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?”
Genesis 18:26 (NIV) The LORD said, “If I find fifty righteous people in the city 
of Sodom, I will spare the whole place for their sake.”
Genesis 18:27 (NIV) Then Abraham spoke up again: “Now that I have been so 
bold as to speak to the Lord, though I am nothing but dust and ashes...”
Genesis 18:28-33 (NIV) ...what if the number of the righteous is five less 
than fifty? Will You destroy the whole city because of five people?” “If I find 
forty-five there,” He said, “I will not destroy it.” Once again he spoke to Him, 
“What if only forty are found there?” He said, “For the sake of forty, I will not 
do it.” Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak. What if 
only thirty can be found there?” He answered, “I will not do it if I find thirty 
there.” Abraham said, “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, 
what if only twenty can be found there?” He said, “For the sake of twenty, 
I will not destroy it.” Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me 
speak just once more. What if only ten can be found there?” He answered, 
“For the sake of ten, I will not destroy it.” When the LORD had finished 
speaking with Abraham, He left, and Abraham returned home.
Exodus 32:7-10 (NIV) Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go down, because your 
people, whom you brought up out of Egypt, have become corrupt. They 
have been quick to turn away from what I commanded them and have made 
themselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf. They have bowed down to 
it and sacrificed to it and have said, ‘These are your Gods, O Israel, who 
brought you up out of Egypt.’”
“I have seen these people,” the LORD said to Moses, “and they are a stiff-
necked people. Now leave Me alone so that My anger may burn against 
them and that I may destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation.”
Exodus 32:11-13 (NIV) But Moses sought the favor of the LORD his God.  
“O LORD,” he said, “why should Your anger burn against Your people, whom 
You brought out of Egypt with great power and a mighty hand? Why should 
the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that He brought them out, to kill 
them in the mountains and to wipe them off the face of the earth’? Turn 
from Your fierce anger; relent and do not bring disaster on Your people. 
Remember Your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom You swore by 
Your own self: ‘I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the 
sky and I will give your descendants all this land I promised them, and it will 
be their inheritance forever.’”
Exodus 32:14 (NIV) Then the LORD relented and did not bring on His people 
the disaster He had threatened.
Daniel 9:1-5 (NIV) In the first year of Darius son of Xerxes (a Mede by 
descent), who was made ruler over the Babylonian kingdom– in the first 
year of his reign, I, Daniel, understood from the Scriptures, according to 
the word of the LORD given to Jeremiah the prophet, that the desolation 
of Jerusalem would last seventy years. So I turned to the Lord God and 
pleaded with Him in prayer and petition, in fasting, and in sackcloth and 
ashes.

I prayed to the LORD my God and confessed: “O Lord, the great and 
awesome God, who keeps His covenant of love with all who love Him and 
obey His commands, we have sinned and done wrong. We have been 
wicked and have rebelled; we have turned away from Your commands and 
laws.”
Ezra 1:1-3 (NIV) In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the 
word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah, the LORD moved the heart of Cyrus 
king of Persia to make a proclamation throughout his realm and to put it 
in writing: “This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: ‘The LORD, the God of 
heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and He has appointed 
me to build a temple for Him at Jerusalem in Judah. Anyone of His people 
among you– may his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem in 
Judah and build the temple of the LORD.’”
Proverbs 21:1 (NIV) The king’s heart is in the hand of the LORD; He directs it 
like a watercourse wherever He pleases.

So what can we conclude about 
prayer from these three examples? 
1. Prayer is essential to God’s plan and purpose 

being fulfilled.

It seems God is limited by our prayer life – 
that He can do nothing for humanity unless 
someone asks Him. – John Wesley

Matthew 6:9-10 (NIV) “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, 
Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven...
Mark 6:5-6 (NIV) He could not do any miracles there ... And He was 
amazed at their lack of faith.

2. Prayer is effective when we approach God 
with confidence and humility.
Hebrews 4:16 (NIV) Let us then approach the throne of grace with 
confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in 
our time of need.

3. Prayer is effective when we appeal to God’s 
character and remind Him of His promises.
Isaiah 43:26 (AMP) “Put Me in remembrance, let us plead and argue 
together. Set forth your case that you may be justified (proved right).”
John 16:8 (NASB) “And He, when He comes, will convict the world 
concerning sin and righteousness and judgment...”
1 John 5:14-15 (NIV) This is the confidence we have in approaching 
God: that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if 
we know that He hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have 
what we asked of Him.



 
 

W O M E N ’ S  FA L L  G AT H E R I N G ! 

Join us!  6 – 7 pm   
Grace East Sanctuary

PRAY CONTINUALLY!   
1 Thessalonians 5:17

FRIDAY NIGHTS @ GRACE 

P R A Y E R 
NEW 
Night!

FELLOWSHIP  
BREAKFAST

Sat, Nov 12 • 8–9 am
Sign up at the Welcome Center or  
GraceEast.org/Mens-Breakfast

NOVEMBER 6 • 5–7 PM     
GYM • FUN, FOOD & GAMES! 

Grades 6 – 12 welcome!  
Questions? Contact Tiffany @ 618.530.6427

Y O U T H

A T  T H E  C H U R C H !

MON, OCT 24 
6–7:30 PM 

NEXT EVENT: 
Nov 28     

FALL FUN! • 3 Years – 6th Grade

Sign up: jmckinney@gracestl.org

• HAYRIDE! 
• FACE PAINTING 
• CANDY 
• FOOD
• CRAFTS 
• GAMES
• JESUS

YAM   
YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

Ages 18-20’s 
2nd & 4th Sunday Evenings 

Starting October 23 

6:30 pm – Dinner & Fellowship 
7 pm – Worship, Prayer, Bible

Timmy Vaughan 618-876-9030

BAPTISMCLASS
Sunday, Oct 30  

@ 10 am 
Baptisms will follow this class  

at the 11 am service   

Sign up: markallenperkins6@gmail.com,  
618-920-9718 or visit the Info Desk

Prepare for baptism or just learn more about it!
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G  &
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Grace Church East  •  Bring an exercise mat  
For information contact Evelyn @ 618-558-7989  

S . M . I . L . E !  
Sunday Morning Intermission Life Encouragement

Sundays, 10-10:50 am  
Next to the kitchen 
For adults, all levels of Bible 
knowledge.
Grow in your knowledge of 
God and discover how to apply 
His word in your life. Great 
discussion, great fellowship. 
You’ll leave with a smile!
Contact Kyle @ 314-973-0667

See new inventory including beautiful, 
handmade, artisan gifts that benefit  

local & international missions! 

START YOUR CHRISTMAS 
SHOPPING NOW!


