
2 John - Part 9 

1, 2, 3 John – Error 

09/25/2022 

 

Proverbs 16:25 (AMP) There is a way which seems right to a man and appears straight before 

him, But its end is the way of death. 

 I know better 

2 John 7-13 (ESV) For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not confess 

the coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh. Such a one is the deceiver and the antichrist.  Watch 

yourselves, so that you may not lose what we have worked for, but may win a full reward. 

Everyone who goes on ahead and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not have God. 

Whoever abides in the teaching has both the Father and the Son.  If anyone comes to you and 

does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your house or give him any greeting, for 

whoever greets him takes part in his wicked works. Though I have much to write to you, I would 

rather not use paper and ink. Instead I hope to come to you and talk face to face, so that our joy 

may be complete. The children of your elect sister greet you. 

 

 The truth is worth protecting  

 We should practice truth in a healthy community 

 

1st) Deception is REAL.  

 

2 John 7 (ESV) For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not confess the 

coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh. Such a one is the deceiver and the antichrist. 

 

The Truth: Jesus is GOD in the flesh. 

 

 If you want to see what God is like simply look at Jesus  

 

John 1: 1(ESV) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God.  

 

John 1:14 (ESV) And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 

glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

Col. 2:6 (ESV) Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 

 

Deception can happen when: 

          

I confuse keeping CURRENT with being wise.  

 

 One reason people fail in life is broken focus 

 We probably need to spend less time in Facebook and more getting our face in this book 



1 Corinthians 3:18 (MSG) Don’t fool yourself. Don’t think that you can be wise merely by being 

relevant. Be God’s fool—that’s the path to true wisdom. What the world calls smart, God calls 

stupid. It’s written in Scripture, He exposes the hype of the hipsters. The Master sees through the 

smoke screens of the know-it-alls. 

 

Jeremiah 7:8 (MSG) “‘Get smart! Your leaders are handing you a pack of lies, and you’re 

swallowing them! Use your heads!  

 

 When looking for error do it with humility 

 

2nd) Deception is AVOIDABLE.   

 

2 John 8 (ESV) Watch yourselves, so that you may not lose what we have worked for, but may 

win a full reward. 

 

 “Watch Yourselves” 

 

Phil. 3:1-2 (ESV) Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you is no 

trouble to me and is safe for you. Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for 

those who mutilate the flesh.  

 

Gal. 1:6-7 (ESV) I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the 

grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel—  not that there is another one, but there 

are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 

 

 Magic Christianity 

 Sometimes you just simply need to listen! 

 It is very easy to fool ourselves with our own rationalizations 

 To rationalize is to tell rational lies 

 God first creates in us a desire for him, then we run to him.  

 I never would’ve run to God if he had not created in me a desire for him 

 My heart was restless until it found it’s rest in him 

 Don’t crush the flower of desire, water it 

 

The Truth: Stay FOCUSED on Jesus 

 

2 John 9 (ESV) Everyone who goes on ahead and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does 

not have God.  

  

 What you hear you eventually believe 

 

John 8:32 (NIV) Then you shall know the truth and the truth will set you free 

 

 It is the truth of Jesus that solves our problems 

 It is acting on the truth that brings us happiness and joy 

 



Deception can happen when: 

 

I think HEARING God's word means that I've OBEYED it.  

 

James 1:22 (NIV) Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 

 

 "When you only listen to God's word and you do nothing about it, you're just fooling 

yourself.”   

 

3rd) Deception requires BOUNDARIES.  

 

2 John 10 (ESV) If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into 

your house or give him any greeting, 11 for whoever greets him takes part in his wicked works. 

 

 Have boundaries on what you allow into your mind 

 John instructed his readers to refuse to help the false teachers in these ways 

 

Deception can happen when: 

 

I think wrong friends won't INFLUENCE me. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:33 (NIV) Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts good character.” 

 

How Do I Avoid Deception? 

 

 A. Ask God for CLARITY. 

  

Job 34:32 (NIV) "Teach me what I cannot see. And if I've done wrong, I will not do so 

again."  

 

B. Ask my Christ following friends for HELP.  

 

Proverbs 12:15(NIV) The way of fools seems right to them, but the wise listen to advice. 

 

C. Ask Jesus to CHANGE me. 

 

Luke 4:17-19 (ESV) “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,   because he has anointed me 

     to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 

and recovering of sight to the blind,   to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to 

proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.” 


