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1 John 2:1-6 (ESV) My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. 

But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.  He is 

the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.  And 

by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments. Whoever says “I 

know him” but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, but 

whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By this we may know that we 

are in him: whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked. 

 

 Incarnation 

 A Loving Fellowship 

 Christian Certainties 

 

In Trying to Survive: 

 

1st) You have a FRIEND.    

 

1 John 2:1-2 (MSG) I write this, dear children, to guide you out of sin. But if anyone does sin, we 

have a Priest-Friend in the presence of the Father: Jesus Christ, righteous Jesus. When he 

served as a sacrifice for our sins, he solved the sin problem for good—not only ours, but the 

whole world’s. 

 

 I’m not okay. You’re not okay. But Jesus has made it okay. 

 Principles of God’s Kingdom.   

 

Four Thoughts on the Law:  

 

A) We TRIVIALIZE it.  

 

Matt. 5:19 (NKJV) Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and 

teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven;  

 

Gal. 3:24 (NKJV) Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be 

justified by faith. 

 

 The proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ is never good news until it first becomes bad 

news.  

 The law is the mirror which allows you to see who you are. 

 You are a sinner who will eventually stand before a righteous God and he will judge you on 

the basis of his law.  

 You won’t have a leg to stand on.  

 It’s only through receiving the proper information that we get the proper cure.  

 



B) We UNIVERSALIZE its power.  

 

Matt. 5:19b (NKJV) ... and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; 

 

 The description is never the cure.  

 The law is not the cure for the law...Jesus is.  

 The law doesn’t give you the power to keep it. 

 

Romans 7:25 (NKJV) Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord! So 

then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God’s law, but in my sinful nature a slave to the law of 

sin. 

 

Romans 8:3 (NKJV) For what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, 

God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so he 

condemned sin in the flesh, 

 

C) We REDUCE its measurement.  

 

Matt. 5:17 (NKJV) “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not 

come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 

 

 Before you are a Christian the law has the specific function of bringing you to Christ.  

 After you are a Christian it has the specific function of measuring how well you are doing in 

your life of obedience.  

 The law is an exam that God doesn’t grade.  

 

D) We MINIMIZE its demands.  

 

 It’s God’s maintenance manual for how the kingdom works.  

 

Matt. 5:3 (NKJV) Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 

 Satan is a false witness. He’ll try to use the law to accuse you but don’t let him. Jesus has you 

covered.  

 The law brings us to Jesus and Jesus fulfilled the law.  

 Through Jesus we learn how to bring the kingdom to earth.  

 

2nd) Your DESIRES change.  

 

1 John 2:4 (MSG) If someone claims, “I know him well!” but doesn’t keep his commandments, 

he’s obviously a liar. 

 

 How many commandments are there?  

 

1 John 3:23 (NASB) This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus 

Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us. 



 

 We view this verse as a threat! 

 There’s a direct correlation in what you believe and how you live.  

 When you get to know Jesus you’re going to want to please him. 

 Live the life they always dreamed of… 

 Don’t even think about living your desires. Desire is only going to get you in trouble.  

 Desire is one of the most powerful forces in our lives. 

 Desire is a gift from God. 

 

Psalm 20:4 (ESV) May he grant you your heart's desire and fulfill all your plans! 

 

Psalm 103:5 (ESV) who satisfies you with good so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. 

 

 Most men live quiet lives of desperation and go to the grave with a song still in their soul. 

 As believers what we need to do is learn to listen to the desire in us and learn how to interpret 

it.  

 It can lead us closer to Jesus...if we listen closely.   

 The circumstances of life can break our heart and kill our desire. 

 Why even try… 

 

Proverb 4:23 (NIV) Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it.  

 

John 10:10 (NIV) The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may 

have life, and have it to the full. 

 

 So what is it?  

 How you handle your heart’s desire will in great measure determine what becomes of your 

life. 

 

3rd) You need to be REMINDED.  

 

1 John 2:7 (ESV) Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but an old commandment 

that you had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word that you have heard.  

 

 Hanging out with Jesus and loving each other. 

 

1 John 2:9-10 (ESV) Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates a brother or sister is still in 

the darkness. Anyone who loves their brother and sister lives in the light, and there is nothing in 

them to make them stumble.  

 

John 13:34(NIV) A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must 

love one another. 

 

 The core of the Christian faith is Loving God and Loving Others. 


