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Luke 15:1-3 (NIV) 1 Now the tax collectors and "sinners" were all gathering around to hear 

him.  But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, "This man welcomes sinners and 

eats with them."  Then Jesus told them this parable. . . .  

  

Luke 15:11-24 (ESV) 11 And he said, “There was a man who had two sons.  And the younger of 

them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he 

divided his property between them.  Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had 

and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless 

living.  And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began 

to be in need.  So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent 

him into his fields to feed pigs.  And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and 

no one gave him anything. “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father's 

hired servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger!  I will arise and go 

to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you.  I am 

no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’  And he arose 

and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt 

compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him.  And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have 

sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’  But the 

father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his 

hand, and shoes on his feet.  And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and 

celebrate.  For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they 

began to celebrate. 

  

How Prodigals Think: 

 

1st) YOU’RE the reason. 

 

Luke 15:11-12 (ESV) And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. And the younger of 

them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he 

divided his property between them.  

  

 In effect, he is terminating the father-son relationship 

 I’m not happy and it’s your fault 

 You’re the reason I’m not happy because you’re selfish 

 You have a lot of money and I deserve it 

 When you’re older brother was in my math class he had the highest average 

 Your older brother was an All-Conference quarterback. Too bad you didn’t inherit some of 

his talent 

 Everyone admired your older brother. He set an example that others followed. How come 

you’re always getting into trouble? 

 

  



2nd) I’M the reason. 

      

Luke 15:13b (ESV) Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey 

into a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living. 

  

 I made the choices!  

 This parable helps to warn the hearers, rather than them having to experience the crushing 

weight of giving into rebellion themselves 

  

Three Consequences of His Choices: 

 

He suffered being BROKE. 

  

Luke 15:14 (ESV) And when he had spent everything, 

 

 The prodigal had nothing in this world to help him.  

 All he had based his life upon was now gone 

  

He suffered HUMILIATION. 

 

Luke 15:15 (ESV) So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who 

sent him into his fields to feed pigs.  

 

 A Jew was forbidden by law to attach himself to a gentile 

  

He suffered loss of FRIENDS. 

 

Luke 15:16 (ESV) And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave 

him anything. 

  

 The so called friends which surrounded him when he had plenty were now gone 

 Be careful about your associates 

 Be careful about who you pick to be your friends 

  

3rd) GOD’S the reason. 

 

Luke 15:14b (ESV) a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. 

  

 Who’s in charge here? 

 I believe God’s in charge!  

 I believe in the sovereignty of God 

  

1 Peter 4:12-13 (Msg) “Friends, when life gets really difficult, don’t jump to the conclusion that 

God isn’t on the job. Instead, be glad that you are in the very thick of what Christ experienced. 

This is a spiritual refining process, with glory just around the corner.”  

  



How God Uses Life’s Circumstances: 

 

Lam. 3:33 (Msg) “He takes no pleasure in making life hard, in throwing roadblocks in the way.” 

  

A)  God uses problems to AWAKEN ME. 

 

Luke 15:17 (ESV) “But when he came to himself, 

  

 Disobedience is more costly than obedience  

  

Joni Eareckson Tada - "When life is rosy, we may slide by with knowing about Jesus, imitating 

him and quoting him and speaking of him. But only in suffering will we know Jesus." We learn 

things about God in suffering that we can't learn any other way. 

  

Pr. 20:30 (GN) “Sometimes it takes a painful experience to make us change our ways.” 

  

2 Cor 7:9 (LB) “I am glad … not because it hurt you but because the pain turned you to God….” 

  

B) God uses problems to CORRECT ME. 

 

Job 5:17 (CEV) “Consider yourself fortunate God all-powerful chooses to correct you.” 

  

Ps. 119:71 (LB) “…it was the best thing that could have happened to me, for it taught me to pay 

attention to Your laws.” 

  

C) God uses problems to PROTECT ME. 

 

Ps. 91:3a (NCV) “God will save you from hidden traps.” 

  

Job 36:16 (NLT) “God has led you away from danger, giving you freedom.” 

  

Gen. 50:20 (NIV) “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good…” 

  

Pr. 20:24 (LB) “Since the Lord is directing our steps, why try to understand everything that 

happens along the way?” 

  

D) God uses problems to PERFECT ME. 

 

1 Peter 5:10 (TEV) “After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who calls 

you to share His eternal glory in union with Christ, will Himself perfect you and give you 

firmness, strength, and a sure foundation.” 

  

2 Cor. 4:17 (Msg) “These hard times are small potatoes compared to the coming good times, the 

lavish celebration prepared for us.” 

 


