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 The Brother 

 The Gospel  

 “God's ability to clean things up is infinitely greater than our ability to mess things up.” 

  

Luke 15:25-32 (ESV) “Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the 

house, he heard music and dancing.  And he called one of the servants and asked what these 

things meant.  And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the 

fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.’  But he was angry and refused 

to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many 

years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young 

goat, that I might celebrate with my friends.  But when this son of yours came, who has devoured 

your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’  And he said to him, ‘Son, 

you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours.  It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for 

this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’” 

  

The Older Brother: 

 

1st) He was DILIGENT. 

 

Luke 15:25a (ESV) “Now his older son was in the field, 

  

 This guy was a hard worker 

 He was a rule follower 

 He understood the family business 

 He didn’t really understand his father.  

 He didn’t understand that kind of grace and mercy! 

 He didn’t understand that his father loved him beyond his work 

 He didn’t understand he didn’t have to work for his father’s acceptance 

  

2nd) He was SURPRISED. 

 

Luke 15:25-26 (ESV) “Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the 

house, he heard music and dancing.  And he called one of the servants and asked what these 

things meant.  

  

Luke 15:28 (ESV) But he was angry and refused to go in.  

  

 He refused to celebrate what God really does celebrate! 

 Jesus enjoyed a good party! 

 

 



Matt. 9:9-13 (NIV) As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax 

collector’s booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. 

While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners came and 

ate with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why does 

your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the 

healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 

  

3rd) He Was LOST as well.  

 

Luke 15:28b (ESV) His father came out and entreated him, 

  

 Why do you always associate with these sinful people?  

 He never left his father’s home and went to the far country.  

 He stayed at home and did the right thing.  

 He was talking about them.  

 The sad fact is this, like the elder brother, they didn’t quite understand that they too were 

prodigal sons in need of redemption 

 “The gospel doesn’t make bad people good; it makes dead people alive. That’s the difference 

between the gospel of Jesus Christ and every other world religion.” 

  

4th) His CHARACTER was exposed.  

 

Luke 15:29 (ESV) but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I 

never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with 

my friends. 

  

 “This is a messy situation.” 

 I don’t like the way you run things around here 

 I’ve been around here all this time and worked hard 

 I never wasted any of your money, yet you’ve never had a party for me and my friends 

  

Luke 15:30 (ESV) But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with 

prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him! 

  

 Yet this younger son of yours, (He’s not acknowledging him as his brother at this point) the 

one who wastes all of his money on prostitutes, when he comes home you throw a party  

 One did so by being very bad and the other by being extremely good 

 Both were alienated from the father's heart; both were lost sons 

 Neither son loved the father for himself 

 This means that you can rebel against God and be alienated from him either by breaking his 

rules or by keeping all of them diligently 

 Moral superiority is a way to avoid Jesus 

 Self-Salvation 

 "there was a deep, black, wordless conviction in him that the way to avoid Jesus was to avoid 

sin."   



 You can avoid Jesus as Savior by keeping all the moral laws  

 If you do that, then you have "rights."  

 God owes you answered prayers, and a good life, and a ticket to heaven when you die.  

 You don't need a Savior who pardons you by free grace, for you are your own Savior.  

  

Phil. 3:10a (NIV) I want to know Christ 

  

 Grace from God is not a reward for good people, it’s not a divine pat on the back to the 

deserving,  

 Rather, grace from God is a gift to bad people, it’s an undeserved embrace for those who fail.  


