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 Every Christian is a Minister 

 

2 Cor. 3:6 (NIV) He has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant—not of the letter but 

of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 

 

Romans 16:1-4 (ESV) I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant of the church at 

Cenchreae, that you may welcome her in the Lord in a way worthy of the saints, and help her in 

whatever she may need from you, for she has been a patron of many and of myself as well.  Greet 

Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, who risked their necks for my life, to 

whom not only I give thanks but all the churches of the Gentiles give thanks as well. 

 

To Master the Art of Affirmation: 

 

1st) Note Paul’s APPROVAL. 

 

Romans 16:1 (ESV) I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant of the church at Cenchreae, 

   

 The name Phoebe means "bright and radiant".   

 Phoebe, a servant of the church in Cenchrea   

 They took care of the sick and the poor. 

 They visited the martyrs in prison, providing them food, clothing, correspondence. 

 They participated in baptisms.  Often in New Testament churches they would baptize large 

numbers at once. 

 They ministered to women in general in the church. 

 

Three Things to Learn From Ministry of Phoebe: 

 

A) RECOMMENDATION. 

 

I commend to you 

 

B) ASSISTANCE. 

 

and help her in whatever she may need from you 

  

C) APPRECIATION. 

 

for she has been a patron of many and of myself as well 

 

1 Peter 2:5 (GW) “You come to him as living stones, a spiritual house that is being built into a 

holy priesthood.” 

  



 The spiritual benefits that priests have are now available to everyone who is a believer. 

 They had the right, privilege, and responsibility to go directly to God 

 Priests had the privilege and responsibility of representing God to the people and of 

ministering to the needs of the people—by serving them. 

 You have direct access to God 

 

Heb. 4:16 (GNV) Let us therefore go boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, 

and find grace to help in time of need. 

 

 As a believer, in addition to having direct access to God, you also have been gifted for 

ministry—to serve other people 

 The next time you’re struggling to know who you are, remember that God has equipped you 

to make a difference in the world! 

 

2nd) Note Paul’s ATTENTION.  

 

Romans 16:3-4 (ESV) Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, 4 who risked 

their necks for my life, to whom not only I give thanks but all the churches of the Gentiles give 

thanks as well. 

  

Romans 16:5a (ESV) "Greet also the church in their house."  

  

Romans 16:5b (ESV) Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who was the first convert to Christ in Asia. 

 

Romans 16:8 (ESV) "Greet Ampliatus, my beloved in the Lord" 

  

Romans 16:10 (ESV) Greet Apelles, who is approved in Christ. Greet those who belong to the 

family of Aristobulus.   

  

Romans 16:11 (ESV) Greet my kinsman Herodion. Greet those in the Lord who belong to the 

family of Narcissus.  

  

Romans 16:13 (ESV) "Greet Rufus chosen in the Lord  

 

3rd) Note Paul’s AWARENESS. 

 

 Promote unity in the church 

 

Romans 16:17-20 (ESV) I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions 

and create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them.  For such 

persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery 

they deceive the hearts of the naive.  For your obedience is known to all, so that I rejoice over 

you, but I want you to be wise as to what is good and innocent as to what is evil.  The God of 

peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

  

 Maintain unity 



4th) Note Paul’s ADMIRATION.  

 

Romans 16:25-27 (ESV) Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and 

the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for 

long ages but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known 

to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of 

faith—  to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.  


