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Romans 13:1-5 (NIV) Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no 

authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established 

by God.  Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has 

instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves.  For rulers hold no terror for 

those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in 

authority? Then do what is right and you will be commended.  For the one in authority is God’s 

servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no 

reason. They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 

Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment 

but also as a matter of conscience. 

 

God and Government: 

 

1st) God is in CHARGE.  

 

Romans 13:1b (NIV) The authorities that exist have been established by God. 

 

 God is sovereign, and he knows what he is doing 

 

Romans 11:34-36 (NIV) “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his 

counselor? Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid? For from him and through 

him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen” 

 

 How does this suddenly appear in the text?  

 He doesn’t 

 Christian Obedience to Spiritual Authority 

 Paul is writing to Gentile believers in Rome to obey, not Roman secular/pagan authority, but 

to obey the God-ordained authority of the synagogue rulers in Rome. 

  

The Nature of Government: 

 

 A) Civil government is a part of God's PURPOSE for the world.  

 

 The family 

 The church 

 The government 

 

B) Government leaders are SERVANTS of God. 

  

Isaiah 10:1(MSG) Doom to you who legislate evil,     who make laws that make victims 

  



C) Government is TEMPORARY. 

 

1 Cor. 15:24 (NKJV) Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, 

when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power. 

 

2nd) God has a Chain of COMMAND. 

 

Romans 13:2 (NIV) Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what 

God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 

  

2 Cor. 11:24 (TLB) Five different times the Jews gave me their terrible thirty-nine lashes. 

  

The Function of Government: 

 

A) The Function to PROTECT. 

  

Genesis 9:6 (NIV) Whoever sheds human blood, by humans shall their blood be shed; for in the 

image of God has God made mankind. 

 

 The first purpose of government is to protect human life 

 Human Life is sacred 

  

B) The Function to PUNISH. 

 

1 Peter 2:14 (NIV) or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to 

commend those who do right. 

  

 The second purpose of government is to punish when personal and property rights are 

violated   

  

C) The Function to PROMOTE. 

  

1 Tim. 2:1-2 (NIV) I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving 

be made for all people—  for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet 

lives in all godliness and holiness. 

 

 The third purpose of government is to promote the general welfare of the community 

 

Deuteronomy 1:12-13 (NIV) But how can I bear your problems and your burdens and your 

disputes all by myself?  Choose some wise, understanding and respected men from each of your 

tribes, and I will set them over you.” 

 

3rd) God will LEAD us. 

 

Romans 13:5 (NIV) Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of 

possible punishment but also as a matter of conscience. 



 

 I am to obey the law whenever possible.  

 

Titus 3:1-2 (MSG) Remind the people to respect the government and be law-abiding, always 

ready to lend a helping hand. No insults, no fights. God’s people should be bighearted and 

courteous.   

 

 My primary obedience is to God 

 Then they called them in again and they commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the 

name of Jesus.   

 But Peter and John replied, `Judge for yourself whether it's right in God's sight to obey you 

rather than God. For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen or heard.'"  

 Is there a time for Civil Disobedience? 

 Christians should resist a government that commands or compels evil and should work 

nonviolently within the laws of the land to change a government that permits evil. 

 Civil disobedience is permitted when the government’s laws or commands are in direct 

violation of God’s laws and commands 

 If a Christian disobeys an evil government, unless he can flee from the government, he 

should accept that government’s punishment for his actions 

 Christians are certainly permitted to work to install new government leaders within the laws 

that have been established 

 How to be a godly rebel 

 The position the Scriptures uphold is one of biblical submission, with a Christian being 

allowed to act in civil disobedience to the government if it commands evil, such that it 

requires a Christian to act in a manner that is contrary to the clear teachings and requirements 

of God’s Word. 

 That government is best which governs the least, because its people discipline themselves. 


