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Romans 12:17-21 (NIV) Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the 

eyes of everyone.  If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.  Do 

not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to 

avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord.   On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he 

is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his 

head.”  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

 

Revenge and How to Get It: 

 

1st) Note the Recurrence of EVIL.   

 

Romans 12:17a (NIV) Do not repay anyone evil for evil.  

  

 The problem with payback is the other person will get you back for getting them back  

 At some point, someone has to call off the shooting match 

 What past decisions did I make or not make to cause this issue? 

 Am I looking for a God Centered solution or a Self-Centered solution? 

 

Prov. 11:14 (GNV) Where no counsel is, the people fall: but where many counselors are, there is 

health. 

 

 What is the simplest way to fix this issue? 

 

Proverbs 15:1 (NIV) A gentle answer turns away wrath,   but a harsh word stirs up anger. 

 

2nd) Note the Reality of DANGER.  

 

Romans 12:17b (NIV) Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone.  

 

 The difference between justice and revenge 

 Justice is when the scales get balanced 

 Revenge is when you want to balance the scales because you have been hurt 

 God loves justice but God hates revenge 

 

Hebrews 12:15 (NIV) See to it that no one falls short of the grace of God and that no bitter root 

grows up to cause trouble and defile many. 

  

 Be careful when you chase the monster that you don’t become the monster 

 Pain and revenge can subtly infiltrate your soul!  

 

3rd) Note the Presence of PEACE.  



 

Romans 12:18 (NIV) If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 

 

 There are times when we cannot live at peace with others  

 God says “Let It Go”!  

 Live at peace with people for their sake and for yours.  

 Peace is a blessing for you and for those who have committed an injustice toward you!  

 

4th) Note the Blessing of BELONGING.   

 

Romans 12:19a (NIV) 19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, 

 

 Friend of Jesus 

 We have a home with Jesus but we’re not there yet 

 You can’t love until you have been loved and then you can only love to the degree you’ve 

been loved 

 You can't forgive until you have been forgiven and then you can only forgive to the degree 

you have been forgiven 

 

“The First sign of freedom is a disinclination to impose one’s will on others. The second, an 

inner release from the hold of others on oneself. When the Holy Spirit by his gentle presence in 

our soul enables us to master our passions, we realize to look down on another is contrary to the 

spirit of love” 

 

 Stop looking at him or her 

 Look at Jesus and the cross, remembering what he has done for you! 

 

5th) Note the Balancer of the BOOKS.   

 

Romans 12:19 (NIV) Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for 

it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord.  

 

 That means there will never be justice 

 That means I have to simply accept whatever anyone does to me and let it go 

 In Church 

 Legally 

 God will balance the books 

 If you try to balance them your own sin will get in the way 

 

6th) Note the Response of the RIGHTEOUS.  

 

Romans 12:20 (NIV) On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give 

him something to drink….”   

 

Stay silent: 



 

 In revealing the damage the enemy has done 

 In discussing the weaknesses of others 

 In advertising your own mistakes 

 

Proverbs 25:21-22 (ESV) "If your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat; if he is thirsty, give him 

water to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head, and the Lord will reward 

you." 

  

 Do not allow their mean or sinful actions to control you 

 Make the decision to choose peace as your response 

 The hope is that perhaps your kindness will "destroy" your adversary's cruelty by making him 

into an ally 

 

7th) Note the VICTORY of Obedience.  

 

Romans 12:21 (NIV) Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

 

 We need to practice good because good in itself is a weapon 

 Do good to him or her it’s the best weapon you have 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2025.21-22

