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• The Heart of the Christian 

• Core Values 

• What do you stand for? 

• Why are you in existence?  

• Love God 

• Serve People  

• People matter to God 

• Core Focus 

• To make fully devoted followers of Jesus  

 

Matt. 22:36-40 (ESV) “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?”  And he said to 

him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind.  This is the great and first commandment.  And a second is like it: You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 

 

Matt. 28:19 (ESV) Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

 

Romans 9:1-4 (ESV) I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience bears me 

witness in the Holy Spirit - that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.  For I 

could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my 

kinsmen according to the flesh.  They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, 

the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises.  To them belong the 

patriarchs, and from their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ, who is God over all, blessed 

forever. Amen. 

 

The Heart of the Christian: 

1st) The CONFESSION.  

 

Romans 9:1 (ESV) I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience bears me 

witness in the Holy Spirit— 

 

• I’m going to say something really crazy 

• What I’m going to say is so crazy you won’t believe it 

• Paul has a dramatic conversion  

 

Acts 9:1-2 (ESV) But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, 

went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he 

found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 

 

• Type A personality 



Acts 9:3-5 (ESV) Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light 

from heaven shone around him.  And falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying to him, 

“Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?”  And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “I 

am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 

 

• Paul’s conversion led him to loving the people that he hated 

• Paul’s conversion also led him to leaving the people he loved 

• Paul’s conversion led him to caring for the people who were lost 

 

Romans 9:2 (ESV) that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.  

 

2nd) The CONCERN. 

 

Romans 9:3 (ESV) For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the 

sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh. 

 

• His people 

• But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord 

• It desensitizes the one who does the torture 

• Regret 

 

Phil. 3:13-14 (NIV) Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. 

But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on 

toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

 

3rd) The COVENANTS. 

 

Romans 9:4 (ESV) They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, 

the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises. 

 

• Adoption  

• The Glory  

• The Covenants    

• The Law   

• Worship  

• Promises  

 

Genesis 12:1-3 (NLT) The Lord had said to Abram, “Leave your native country, your relatives, 

and your father’s family, and go to the land that I will show you.  I will make you into a great 

nation. I will bless you and make you famous, and you will be a blessing to others.  I will bless 

those who bless you and curse those who treat you with contempt. All the families on earth will 

be blessed through you.” 

 

• When you open your hand God opens his 

• United in Christ 



• Jesus plus nothing equals everything! 

 

Eph. 2:11a-12 (ESV) Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh,  remember 

that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and 

strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.  

 

• Hopeless 

 

Eph. 2:13-16 (ESV) But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near 

by the blood of Christ.  For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken 

down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of commandments expressed 

in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 

and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.  

 

• Reconciled 

 

Eph. 2:22 (ESV) In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the 

Spirit. 

 

• New Humanity 

 

Luke 22:20 (NIV) In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.  

 

4th) The CHOICE. 

 

Romans 9:5 (ESV) To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, according to the flesh, is 

the Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen. 

 

• the Christ, who is God over all 

• Do this and you’ll get to God 

• God came to us 

 

John 8:58 (NIV) “Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!”  

 

Exodus 3:13-14 (NIV) Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The 

God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I 

tell them?” God said to Moses, “I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I 

am has sent me to you.’” 

 

John 8:59 (NIV) At this, they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away 

from the temple grounds. 

 

• Is God fair? 

 

Romans 9:13 (ESV) As it is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” 



 

• God loves everyone… except Esau. 

• Why did God hate Esau? 

• Why? 

• Jacob was not chosen because he was special; he was special because he was chosen. 

• All the families on earth will be blessed through you.” 

• I’m blessing you so you will bless others 

• Sadly, they failed 

• Grace welcomes all to the table of his abundance. 

• We’re special 

• You’re not special 

• God chose us 

• God didn’t choose you 

• You take the first step 

• God takes the second step 

• When you get to the third step you realize it was God who took the first step 

 


