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 When it hurts 

 

Romans 8:18-25 (ESV) For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 

comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  For the creation waits with eager longing 

for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but 

because of him who subjected it, in hope  that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage 

to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  For we know that the 

whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now.  And not only the 

creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait 

eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.  For in this hope we were saved. 

Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees?  But if we hope for what we 

do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

  

Romans 8:17 (GNT) Since we are his children, we will possess the blessings he keeps for his 

people, and we will also possess with Christ what God has kept for him; for if we share Christ's 

suffering, we will also share his glory. 

  

The Big Picture 

  

1. God created a PERFECT world. 

  

 “And God saw that it was good.”  

 

  

2. Sin DESTROYED the harmony. 

  

Gen. 3:17-18 (NIV) “To Adam he said, ‘Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree 

about which I commanded you’, ‘You must not eat of it,’ Cursed is the ground because of you; 

through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. It will produce thorns and thistles 

for you, and you will eat the plants of the field.”  

  

 God won’t cut your grass 

 

Romans 8:20 (TLB) For on that day thorns and thistles, sin, death, and decay—the things that 

overcame the world…  

 

 People without God in a perfect world would never see a need for God.  

 Catherine of Aragon - None get to God but through trouble.  

 Is it fair that we suffer from Adam’s choice?  

 Is the greatest truth of the story of Adam and Eve and the fruit that it happened? 

 Or that it still happens? 

 This story really is an accurate description of how life really is 



  

Heb. 4:12a (ESV) For the word of God is living and active,  

  

3. God is still in CONTROL. 

  

Romans 8:20 (ESV) For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him 

who subjected it, in hope  

  

 How is that good news?  

 The same God that controls this world’s past and this world’s present also controls this 

world’s future.  

  

Romans 8:21 (ESV) that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and 

obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  

  

 The Present Picture 

 

1 Peter 1:6-7 (PHP) “Even though you are temporarily harassed by all kinds of trials . . . This is 

no accident—it happens to prove your faith, which is infinitely more valuable than gold”  

  

 Life is a struggle 

 Everything is Father-filtered. 

 God is an expert at bringing good out of bad 

 God loves to turn crucifixions into resurrections.  

 The things you most wish were removed from your life are often the very things that God 

uses to shape you into the believer he wants you to be 

  

2 Cor. 4:16-17 (NLT) “Never give up. Though our bodies are dying, our spirits are being 

renewed every day. For our present troubles are small and won’t last very long. Yet they 

produce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forever!”  

  

 The promise of the Gospel is not that if you give your life to Jesus you’ll get everything you 

want 

 It never promises that life won’t be tough 

 It never promises that all your dreams will come true 

 The Gospel promise is this - You’ll get Jesus and he’ll be more than enough for anything that 

comes your way 

  

Three promises for sufferers: 

 

1st) God will show us HIS glory.  

  

Romans 8:18 (ESV) For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 

comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 

 

2nd) God will reveal US. 



Romans 8:19 (ESV) For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of 

God. 

  

 God carries a picture of you on His iphone! 

 

3rd) Our BODIES will be redeemed. 

  

Romans 8:23 (ESV) And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the 

Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 

 

 The Perfect Picture 

 

Romans 8:28 (ESV) And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, 

for those who are called according to his purpose.  

  

 Gloriously Good News 

 Our trust in God is to be based on His promises, not our circumstances. 

  

Romans 4:5 (NIV) However, to the one who does not work but trusts God who justifies the 

ungodly, their faith is credited as righteousness. 


