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 The light of Good News for your darkest days 

 

Matt. 5:14 (NLT) “You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden. 

 

2 Sam. 5:4 (NIV) David was thirty years old when he became king, and he reigned forty years. 

 

1 Chron. 18:1-4 (MSG)  In the days that followed, David struck hard at the Philistines, bringing 

them to their knees, captured Gath, and took control of the surrounding countryside. He also 

fought and defeated Moab. The Moabites came under David’s rule and paid regular tribute. On 

his way to restore his sovereignty at the Euphrates River, David defeated Hadadezer king of 

Zobah . David captured a thousand chariots, seven thousand cavalry, and twenty thousand 

infantry from him.  

 

Psalm 8:1 (NIV) Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your 

glory in the heavens. 

 

2 Sam. 7:1 (NIV) After the king was settled in his palace and the Lord had given him rest from 

all his enemies around him, 

 

Isaiah 9:2 (NLT) The people who walk in darkness will see a great light. For those who live in a 

land of deep darkness, a light will shine. 

 

Isaiah 8:21 (MSG) When people tell you, “Try out the fortunetellers. Consult the spiritualists. 

Why not tap into the spirit-world, get in touch with the dead?” Tell them, “No, we’re going to 

study the Scriptures.” People who try the other ways get nowhere—a dead end! Frustrated and 

famished, they try one thing after another. When nothing works out they get angry,  

 

Luke 1:26-28 (NIV) In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a 

descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, 

you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

 

Luke 1:32-33(NIV) He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God 

will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; 

his kingdom will never end.” 

 

 God is giving them a glimpse from the OT of what Jesus will do forever  

 What are dark days for us?  

 There are dark days of confusion 

 There are dark days of conflict 

 There are dark days of disappointment 

 There are dark days of loneliness and grief  

 The history of Christmas is that it happened in the darkest of days  

 



Luke 2:6-14 (NIV) While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born,  and she gave 

birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because 

there was no guest room available for them.  And there were shepherds living out in the fields 

nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night.  An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do 

not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.  Today in the 

town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign to 

you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great company 

of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,  “Glory to God in the 

highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 

 

1st) The Light of Good News helps me overcome FEAR. 

 

Luke 2:9-10a (NIV) An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. 

  

 Don’t be afraid 

  

The Shepherds faced the fear of CHANGE 

  

Luke 1:29-30 (NIV) Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 

this might be.  But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with 

God. 

  

Mary had to face the fear of POWERLESSNESS 

  

 It’s the fear of losing control 

  

The Solution: 

 

I put my TRUST in Jesus. 

 

Proverbs 3:5-6 (NIV) Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 

understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight. 

  

2nd) The Light of Good News brings JOY. 

 

Luke 2:10 I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.  

 

The sinners to whom Jesus directed His ministry were not those who skipped morning devotions 

or Sunday church. His ministry was to those whom society considered real sinners. They had 

done nothing to merit salvation. Yet they opened themselves to the gift that was offered them. On 

the other hand, the self-righteous placed their trust in the works of the Law and closed their 

hearts to the message of grace. 

 

 

 



 What does the Bible say about joy?  

 There is a difference between happiness and joy. 

 Happiness doesn’t last; joy lasts forever.  

 Happiness is related to present circumstances; Joy is related to Jesus Christ.  

 

Nehemiah 8:10b (NIV) “The joy of the Lord is your strength” 

 

John 15:11 (NKJV) “These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may remain in you, and that 

your joy may be full”  

 

James 1:2 (NKJV) “Count it all joy when you fall into various trials” 

 

Solution: Trust that God is USING the trial to draw me closer to him. 

 

Song - Turn your eyes upon Jesus, Look full in His wonderful face, And the things of earth will 

grow strangely dim, In the light of His glory and grace. 

 

Romans 8:28 (NIV) And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 

who have been called according to his purpose. 

 

3rd) The Light of the Good News draws us to PEACE. 

  

Luke 2:13-14(NIV) Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on 

whom his favor rests.” 

 

 Whose side do you think God is on in the story?  

 Whose favor does God rest upon? 

 Here’s what I mean.  

 There is the Romans, there is the Caesar, there are those in power and then there are 

 The shepherds 

 Mary 

 Joseph 

 

The solution: Trust the story of the light of the Gospel. It’s not that we PURSUE God, it’s that in 

our brokenness, God pursues us 

 

Matt. 5:3 (GW) Blessed are those who recognize they are spiritually helpless. The kingdom of 

heaven belongs to them. 

 

My trust in God flows out of the experience of his loving me, day in and day out, whether the day 

is stormy or fair, whether I'm sick or in good health, whether I'm in a state of grace or disgrace. 

He comes to me where I live and loves me as I am. 

 


