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 The Most Important Paragraph in the Bible 

 Paul describes, in specific terms, the meaning of salvation 

 If I were to ask you to define the Gospel do you think you could do it?   

 What is the Gospel?  

 

1 Cor. 15:1-5 (ESV) Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which 

you received, in which you stand,  and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word 

I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first importance what 

I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures,  that he was 

buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures,  and that he 

appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 

 

4 Gospel Truths 

 

1. Jesus died for our sins 

2. Jesus was buried 

3. Jesus was raised from the dead 

4. Jesus appeared to people 

 

 Jesus 

 

2 Tim. 2:8-9 (ESV) Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as 

preached in my gospel, 

 

Acts 2:22 (ESV) “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth,  

  

Romans 3:21-24 (ESV) But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the 

law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it—  the righteousness of God through 

faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction:  for all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God,  and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is 

in Christ Jesus,  

  

The Gospel: 

 

1st) Was God’s IDEA.  

 

Romans 3:21 (ESV) But now the righteousness of God… 

 

 But now  

 Salvation  

 



Psalm 12:6 (NIV) And the words of the Lord are flawless, like silver purified in a crucible, like 

gold refined seven times. 

 

Proverb 30:5 (NIV)  "Every word of God is flawless." 

  

2nd) Can’t be EARNED. 

 

Romans 3:21b (ESV) ... has been manifested apart from the law,  

 

 If you want to make people mad, teach the law 

 If you want to make people really mad, teach grace 

 You don't get to heaven by works, by trying to earn it, by keeping the Ten Commandments or 

the Sermon on the Mount    

 You are not saved by earning it, by working for it  

 It's apart from the Law 

 Grace changes everything 

 

Micheal Spencer - “real grace is simply inexplicable, inappropriate, out of the box, out of 

bounds, offensive, excessive, too much, given to the wrong people and all those things” 

 

3rd) Is not a SECRET. 

 

Romans 3:21c (ESV) "It is righteousness apart from the law that has been made known to which 

the law and the prophets testify."   

 

1 Peter 10-11 (ERV) The prophets studied carefully and tried to learn about this salvation. They 

spoke about the grace that was coming to you.  The Spirit of Christ was in those prophets. And 

the Spirit was telling about the sufferings that would happen to Christ and about the glory that 

would come after those sufferings. The prophets tried to learn about what the Spirit was showing 

them—when it would happen and what the world would be like at that time.  

  

 You're saved by grace through faith   

 Old testaments saints were saved by looking forward to the cross  

 New Testament saints are saved by looking back at the cross 

 What Moses and the prophets witnessed to all those years has happened. The God-setting-

things-right that we read about has become Jesus-setting-things-right for us. 

 

3rd) Is through FAITH in Christ alone. 

  

Romans 3:22 (ESV) the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. 

For there is no distinction: 

  

 "I don't have enough faith."   

 It's the object that you put it in   

 Putting faith in faith.   

 Faith doesn't save you; Jesus does 



 for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 

 Grace, shown in Jesus, is available to everyone! 

 That’s offensive  

 Grace is the hardest thing for us to be reconciled to, because it implies the renouncing of our 

pretensions, our power, our pomp and circumstance. 

 Nothing is more devastating to our spiritual pride than grace 

 Religion tries to domesticate grace 

 The Grace from the gospel of Jesus Christ is the end of religion 

 

4th) Salvation is NECESSARY. 

 

Romans 3:23 (ESV) for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  and are justified by 

his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,  

  

 It's a continuous action and it doesn't quit!  

 The Application:  The cross covers the past, the present, and the future.   

 Forgiveness is only for those who have gone to the only One who can forgive, Jesus Christ. 

 

Hebrews 10:12 (ESV) But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat 

down at the right hand of God 

 

Corrie ten Boom “Jesus takes your sin, past, present and future, dumps it in the ocean and puts 

up a sign that reads ‘No Fishing.’” 


