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 Romans 

 The rebellious person 

 The respectable person 

 The religious person 

 

Matthew 19:24 (ESV)”Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle 

than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God. When the disciples heard this, they 

were greatly astonished and asked, who then can be saved? Jesus looked at them and said, with 

man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible".  

  

 God issues rules and commands not because He expects that we will be able to keep them, 

but because it is the only way to show us how far we all fall short. When God appeals to 

rules and laws it is to teach us that we shouldn't rely on rules and laws. 

 

Romans 2:1-5 (ESV) Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in 

passing judgment on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very 

same things.  We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who practice such 

things.  Do you suppose, O man—you who judge those who practice such things and yet do them 

yourself—that you will escape the judgment of God?  Or do you presume on the riches of his 

kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God's kindness is meant to lead you to 

repentance?  But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for 

yourself on the day of wrath when God's righteous judgment will be revealed.  

 

 Self-Righteousness 

 

4 Characteristics of the Self-Righteous: 

 

A) ACCUSATIONS. 

 

 They accuse others and excuse themselves 

 

Romans 2:1 (ESV) Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in 

passing judgment on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very 

same things. 

 

 The person who thinks he has a completely clear conscious just has a poor memory 

 

B) COMPARISONS. 

 

Romans 2:2 (ESV) We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who practice such 

things.   

 



 Many times we don't see where we're at fault because we only see where other people are at 

fault.   

 It's ironic but we tend to judge in other people what we dislike in ourselves.   

 

C) ELEVATION.  

 

 They think that judging others puts them in a better position. 

 

Romans 2:3 (ESV) Do you suppose, O man—you who judge those who practice such things and 

yet do them yourself—that you will escape the judgment of God?  

 

D) MISINTERPRETATION. 

 

Romans 2:4 (ESV) Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and 

patience, not knowing that God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance?   

 

 Everything is going great, therefore God must think I'm great 

 The self-righteous person thinks he deserves God's blessing 

 They don't realize it's all of God's grace and if God gave him what he deserved he wouldn't 

even be here.    

 

Romans 12:17-24 (ESV) But if you call yourself a Jew and rely on the law and boast in God  and 

know his will and approve what is excellent, because you are instructed from the law;  and if you 

are sure that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness,  an 

instructor of the foolish, a teacher of children, having in the law the embodiment of knowledge 

and truth—  you then who teach others, do you not teach yourself? While you preach against 

stealing, do you steal?  You who say that one must not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? 

You who abhor idols, do you rob temples?  You who boast in the law dishonor God by breaking 

the law.  For, as it is written, “The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of 

you.” 

 

 This is the hardest group to reach with the gospel -- the religious person. 

 

3 Characteristics of a Religious Person: 

 

TRADITION. 

 

Romans 12:17 (ESV) But if you call yourself a Jew...  

 

 Pride of tradition 

 "Praise to God" 

 

RULES and REGULATIONS. 

 

Romans 12:17b (ESV)...and rely on the law...   

 



John 5:39-40 (ESV) You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal 

life; and it is they that bear witness about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me that you may have 

life.  Jesus was saying, You think you're going to heaven just because you have the Bible.  

 

MORALS. 

 

 Moral integrity will not get you to heaven.   

 

Romans 12:17b-18 (ESV) ...and boast in God and know his will and approve what is excellent, 

because you are instructed from the law;  

 

Romans 12:19-21 (ESV) and if you are sure that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to 

those who are in darkness, an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of children, having in the law 

the embodiment of knowledge and truth— 21 you then who teach others, do you not teach 

yourself?  

 

 Religious people have a condescending attitude toward others 

 It's not my duty to make people be religious 

 Never expect an unbeliever to act like a believer until he is one 

 Irenaeus - "The glory of God is a human being fully alive."   

 human beings get salvation both through the grace of God and their own actions 

 pass through a state of purification known as purgatory  

 through doing good works, such as giving to charity 

 It is faith in Christ alone  

 

Eph. 2:8-9 (ESV) or by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; 

it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast.  

 

John 17:3 (ESV) And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 

whom you have sent. 


