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 Romans 

 Romans is the basic handbook for Christianity 

 The Assignment 

 

Richard Halbertson:  "In a very basic sense, western civilization is a by-product of Paul's letter to 

the Romans. Nothing was written by man that had a greater impact on modern history." 

 

Samuel Colleridge:  "The most profound writing in existence of all time." 

  

John Calvin:  "If a man understands Romans he has a sure road open to help him understand the 

entire Bible." 

 

 It's actually changed history   

 

Romans 1:1,16-17 (ESV) Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for 

the gospel of God,   For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation 

to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  For in it the righteousness of 

God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” 

 

When you study a book, you always want to ask a few questions:   

 

Who wrote it?  Paul   

 

Romans 16:22 (NIV) "I, Tertius, who wrote down this letter, greet you in the Lord." 

 

Where was it written? 

 

Romans 16:23 (NIV) Gaius, whose hospitality I and the whole church here enjoy, sends you his 

greetings. Erastus, who is the city’s director of public works, and our brother Quartus send you 

their greetings. 

 

To whom was it written?   

 

Romans 1:7 (ESV) To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace to 

you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 To be a saint simply means to be a Christian 

 This is how Paul identifies believers 

 He tells you who you are 

 



The only difference between the saint and the sinner is that every saint has a past, and every 

sinner has a future.  

 

I am not a saint, unless you think of a saint as a sinner who keeps on trying. 

 

I'd rather laugh with the sinners than cry with the saints - the sinners are much more fun.   

 

Am I a Saint or a Sinner? 

“Simul Iustus et Peccator.” 

Why was it written?  

Covered in wild beast skins and torn to death by dogs. 

 

Paul’s reasons for writing the letter: 

     

A)  PERSONAL.  

 

Romans 1:11-13,15 (NIV) "I long to see you so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to 

make you strong.  That is that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith... 

That's why I am so eager to preach the gospel to you who are in Rome."   

 

 B)  TEACHING. 

 

 There was an educational reason -- he wanted to teach them 

 

Romans 15:15 (NIV) "I have written to you quite boldly on some points as if to remind you of 

them again because of the grace of God that God gave me."   

 

What's the main message?  The Gospel  

 

John 10:10( NIV)I have come that they might have life, and have it to the full  

 

Romans 1:16-17 (ESV) 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for 

salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  For in it the 

righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith,[e] as it is written, “The righteous shall live 

by faith.” 

 

 God gives His righteousness to the person who believes in faith.   

 The good news has the power to change lives.   

 This is Paul’s Assignment 

 His Calling 

 To Preach the Gospel  

 

Acts 20:24 (NIV) However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the 

race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the good news 

of God’s grace. 

 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/354790?ref=saints-and-sinners
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/147286?ref=saints-and-sinners
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+1%3A1-17&version=ESV#fen-ESV-27932e


Romans 1:1 (ESV) Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the 

gospel of God,  

 

Your Calling:  

 

1st) Every Calling has a BIRTHPLACE.  

 

Acts 9:3-6( NIV) As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed 

around him.  He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you 

persecute me?”  “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he 

replied.  “Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” 

 

Gal. 1:15-16 (NIV)  But when God, who set me apart from my mother’s womb and called me by 

his grace, was pleased 16 to reveal his Son in me so that I might preach him among the Gentiles, 

my immediate response was not to consult any human being. 

 

Eph. 1:18-19 (CEV) “My prayer is that light will flood your hearts and that you will understand 

the hope that was given to you when God called you. Then you will discover the glorious 

blessings that will be yours together with all of God's people!”  

 

2nd) Every Calling will help OTHERS. 

 

Hebrews 13:16 (NIV) And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such 

sacrifices God is pleased. 

 

The Good News: One of the ways you can demonstrate your love for the Lord is to be 

compassionate and caring towards those you encounter here on Earth. Even small gestures can 

mean a great deal. 

 

 Someone should succeed because of you! 

 Helping others achieve total dependence to God’s instructions in their life 

 Who is surviving today because of what you did last year? 

 

3rd) Every calling takes total FOCUS. 

 

 Success requires your decision 

 Failure merely requires your permission 

 

3 Elements of Your Calling: 

 

A. AWARENESS. 

 

1 Samuel 1:11 (NIV) And she made a vow, saying, “Lord Almighty, if you will only look on your 

servant’s misery and remember me, and not forget your servant but give her a son, then I will 

give him to the Lord for all the days of his life, and no razor will ever be used on his head.” 

 



 Wise parents continually and gently instruct their children in the direction of their calling 

 

B. INSTRUCTION. 

 

 You were not born qualified - you must become qualified 

 Become the best in your field 

 

Luke 2:52(NIV) And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man. 

 

C. FOCUS. 

 

Phil. 3:13-14 (NIV) Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. 

But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead,  I press on 

toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 


