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 Game Changers 

 The Law of Comeback 

 

Gen. 37:2-4 (ESV) Joseph, being seventeen years old, was pasturing the flock with his brothers. 

He was a boy with the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father's wives. And Joseph brought a bad 

report of them to their father. Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his sons, because 

he was the son of his old age. And he made him a robe of many colors. But when his brothers 

saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak 

peacefully to him. 

 

The Preparation Time 

 

A) GROWTH 

 

 Joseph had to put into a time of obscurity 

 

Genesis 37:3-5 (ESV) Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his sons, because he was 

the son of his old age. And he made him a robe of many colors. But when his brothers saw that 

their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak peacefully 

to him. Now Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers they hated him even more 

  

Gen. 37:2 (ESV) Joseph, being seventeen years old, was pasturing the flock with his brothers. He 

was a boy with the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father's wives. And Joseph brought a bad 

report of them to their father.  

 

 Tattle tell 

 Rat 

 Sometimes I cause my own problems 

 Have you ever considered that maybe God wants to use the pain in your growing up to shape 

you in a good way?  

 God never wastes a hurt 

 

Gal. 1:17 (NIV) I did not go up to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before I was, but I 

went into Arabia. Later I returned to Damascus. 

 

B) PRESSURE 

 

Genesis 37:18-20 (ESV) They saw him from afar, and before he came near to them they 

conspired against him to kill him.  They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer.  Come 

now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits. Then we will say that a fierce animal has 

devoured him, and we will see what will become of his dreams.” 



 

Genesis 37:21-24 (ESV) But when Reuben heard it, he rescued him out of their hands, saying, 

“Let us not take his life.”  And Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here 

in the wilderness, but do not lay a hand on him”—that he might rescue him out of their hand to 

restore him to his father.  So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the 

robe of many colors that he wore.  And they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was 

empty; there was no water in it. 

  

 It's a setback 

 One of the most painful experiences in life is the experience of being rejected 

 

Jer. 18:6 (NIV) He said, “Can I not do with you, Israel, as this potter does?” declares the Lord. 

“Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand, Israel. 

  

 The wheels of God grind slowly but they grind mighty fine  

  

C) IDENTITY 

 

 Joseph experiences this loss of identity 

  

Gen. 37:25 (ESV) Then they sat down to eat. 

  

 The setback does not have to be the end of the story 

 Joseph is going to be given a brand-new identity and even better identity 

 There’s a spiritual war going on over your identity 

 

Tools the Enemy Uses to Steal Your Identity: 

 

1) PEOPLE 

   

 They were all trying to mold you into their image 

 If he can get you resentful, bitter, angry, guilty or ashamed, he knows you’re going to miss 

your true identity.  

 

2) MEDIA 

 

3) THOUGHTS 

 

 What you hear determines what you think 

 What you think determines how you feel 

 

 Romans 8:1 (NKJV) There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, 

who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 

 

Pascal - “Not only do we know God through Jesus Christ, but we only know ourselves through 

Jesus Christ.  We only know life and death through Jesus Christ.  Apart from Jesus we cannot 



know the meaning of our life, the meaning of our death, the meaning of God, or the meaning of 

ourselves.  It is only in Christ.” 

   

1 Peter 2:9-10 (ESV) But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for 

his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 

darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God's 

people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

  

 God always tells you who you are before he tells you what to do 

  

D) RESCUE 

 

Gen. 37:21-22 (ESV) But when Reuben heard it, he rescued him out of their hands, saying, “Let 

us not take his life.” And Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in 

the wilderness, but do not lay a hand on him”—that he might rescue him out of their hand to 

restore him to his father. 

 

Romans 7:24-25a (ESV) Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 

Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

 

Gen. 37: 26-28 (ESV) Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother 

and conceal his blood?  Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be upon 

him, for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers listened to him.  Then Midianite 

traders passed by. And they drew Joseph up and lifted him out of the pit, and sold him to the 

Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. They took Joseph to Egypt.  

  

 Morality is not determined by majority 


