
Isaiah  60:1-2 (NIV)
“Arise, shine, for your light has come,

and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.
 See, darkness covers the earth

and thick darkness is over the peoples,
but the Lord rises upon you

and His glory appears over you.”

How can we be a light in this darkness? How can we live a  
God-honoring life that stays true to God’s word and at the  
same time has a voice of influence in our culture?

Daniel’s Choice
When Daniel was a very young man his hometown of Jerusalem 
was besieged by the Babylonian empire. He was kidnapped 
along with some of his other teenaged friends and dragged off 
to this foreign land whose culture, customs and values were 
completely secular and godless.

Daniel Was Faced With a Tough Choice   
Does Daniel hold true to his beliefs and honor God at the risk of 
insulting the king? Or does he stay quiet and go with the flow?

Many of Us Face Tremendous Pressures to Conform  
In school. In your workplace. In society. For some of you – even in 
your family.

How does Daniel react? 
Daniel 1:8 (NIV) But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the 
royal food and wine, and he asked the chief official for permission 
not to defile himself this way. 

RESOLVE – decide firmly on a course of  
action; firm determination to do something

Daniel resolved
1. Not to corrupt himself with the secular 

culture

Daniel 2:48 (NIV) Then the king placed Daniel in a high 
position and lavished many gifts on him. He made him 
ruler over the entire province of Babylon and placed him in 
charge of all its wise men.

In the Lion’s Den 
Daniel 6:4 (NIV) …tried to find grounds for charges against Daniel 
in his conduct of government affairs, but they were unable to do so. 
They could find no corruption in him, because he was trustworthy 
and neither corrupt nor negligent. 

2. Not to compromise his integrity
Daniel 6:5 (NIV) “We will never find any basis for charges 
against this man Daniel unless it has something to do with 
the law of his God.”

Daniel 6:10 (NIV) Now when Daniel learned that the decree 
had been published, Daniel went home to his upstairs room 
where the windows were open toward Jerusalem. Three 
times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving 
thanks to his God, just as he had done before.

Daniel 6:16 (NIV) ...“May your God, whom you serve 
continually, rescue you!”

Daniel 6:26-27 (NIV) “[Daniel’s God] is the living God. 
He endures forever. His kingdom will not be destroyed, 
His dominion will never end. He rescues and saves; He 
performs signs and wonders… He has rescued Daniel from 
the power of the lions.”

3. To obey God rather than man 
4. To be a person of regular prayer!

Matthew 6:6 (NLT) “But when you pray, go away by  
yourself, shut the door behind you, and pray to your Father 
in private.”

Recommended  
Resource

Too Busy Not to Pray 
Bill Hybels 



 

Get Steve’s additional notes! 

Email Rufus: rufus@gracestl.org

D O N ' T  M I S S  A  S T E P ! 
Join us as we livestream services 
Sundays @ 11 am only. Search 
GraceChurchEast on FB & YouTube. 
GraceKids online services are 
Saturdays @ 6 pm.  
Go to GraceSTL.org/Grace-kids. 

 Join us! Friday Nights @ 7 pm • Grace East Sanctuary 
A different leader each week with their own twist to prayer!

PRAY CONTINUALLY! 1 Thessalonians 5:17

FRIDAY NIGHTS GRACE 
PRAYER HOUR

Mission 1:11 & Hunting Retriever Club  
Fundraising Event • September 18–21

M  SS       N

Great opportunity! NO DONATIONS NEEDED. 
Families, youth, sports teams and small groups can donate 

their time to help raise $20,000.00 for Mission 1:11.
mission111.org/hrc-volunteer-event

Mission 1:11 funds local and 
international missions

FREE  
Women’s  

Event!
September 25, 2021 

10–11:30 am   
East Campus Gym 

• 
Light refreshments served

• 
Register:

GraceEast.org/the-conversation

We're Collecting School 
Supplies  

FOR THE PHILIPPINES
Child Sponsorship  

Program

Drop off in bins  
in the lobby.

youth group! 
Grades 6–12 

GAME 
NIGHT! 

Sunday, Aug. 29 
@ 5:30-7:30 pm 

Meet at the EAST 
Gymnasium! 

YOUTH  
RETREAT! 

In October @ 
Maryland Heights 
Campus

For more details: 
graceeast.org/ 
youth-retreat 


