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 Martin Luther - The Law of Reform 

 Rescue 

 He had been taught that in order to get God to smile upon him he needed to do good things.  

 Luther remained afraid of God and afraid for his eternal salvation because he couldn’t stop 

sinning 

  

Romans 1:16-17 (ESV) For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for 

salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the 

righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by 

faith.” 

  

Romans 3:21 (ESV) For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since 

through the law comes knowledge of sin. But now the righteousness of God has been manifested 

apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— the righteousness of 

God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 

  

 The historical Reformation was actually built on the personal reformation in one man's life.  

 You can see some signs when a reformation is needed in your life today  

 You're worn out from your week and it's Monday morning.  

 You’re noticing some deep seated anger and it’s starting to show 

 You're working harder and harder and getting less and less done 

 You can't find the energy to do even the things you most want to do in life 

  

Psalm 51:12a (ESV) "Restore to me the joy of your salvation." 

 

 The Reformation was historically built on five pillars.  

 In Latin, they're called the five solas.  

 The word "sola" means alone.  

 Reformation in Luther’s heart became public knowledge. 

  

5 Solas for Personal Reformation: 

  

#1) Sola Scriptura - The BIBLE alone.  

 

 The Word of God.  

 Sola Scriptura means that the Bible is the only inerrant, infallible authority for Christian faith 

in living. 

 



2 Tim. 3:16 (ERV) All Scripture is given by God. And all Scripture is useful for teaching and for 

showing people what is wrong in their lives. It is useful for correcting faults and teaching the 

right way to live. 

  

 The Bible is the standard of measure 

 The church began to drift away into error, because it had strayed from the standard of 

Scripture alone  

 The Word of God and culture collide 

 

Psalm 119:9 (ESV) How can a young man keep his way pure? By living according to your word. 

  

Hebrews 4:12 (ESV) For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged 

sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the 

thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

 

3 Bible Decisions That Will Change Your Life: 

 

A) Decide to BELIEVE it. 

 

John 17:17 (NIV) Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 

 

B) Decide to READ it. 

 

Joshua 1:8 (NIV) Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so 

that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and 

successful. 

 

C) Decide to LIVE it. 

 

Psalm 19:7-9 (MSG) The revelation of God is whole and pulls our lives together. The signposts 

of God are clear and point out the right road. The life-maps of God are right, showing the way to 

joy. The directions of God are plain and easy on the eyes. God’s reputation is  twenty-four-carat 

gold, with a lifetime guarantee. The decisions of God are accurate down to the nth degree. 

 

James 1:22 (NIV) Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 

 

#2) Sola fide - By FAITH alone. 

 

 You learn to walk by faith alone 

 

Romans 1:17 (TLB) This Good News tells us that God makes us ready for heaven—makes us 

right in God’s sight—when we put our faith and trust in Christ to save us. This is accomplished 

from start to finish by faith. As the Scripture says it, “The man who finds life will find it through 

trusting God.”* 

 



 Sola Fide means that faith is never alone: it always has its object, and when the object of 

faith is Sola Christi, then no works are needed, for Christ has done it all, for you! 

 Everything is right between me and God 

 That only happens only by faith 

 

Romans 3:22 (NLT) We are made right with God by placing our faith in Jesus Christ. And this is 

true for everyone who believes, no matter who we are.  

 

2 Cor. 5:21 (NIV) God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become 

the righteousness of God.  

 

 This is quite simply an issue of trust 

 

#3) Sola gratia - By GRACE alone. 

 

 You learn to stand on grace alone 

  

Eph. 2:8-9 (NIV) For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. 

 

 God's gift is God's grace, and God's grace is God's gift 

 

1 Peter 5:12 (NCV) "I wrote to encourage you and tell you that this is the true grace of God. 

Stand strong in that grace."  

 

 Here I stand. I can do no other 

 We need to make our stand on the grace of God 

 

#4) Solas Christos - In CHRIST alone. 

 

 Learn to hope in Christ alone 

 

1 Peter 1:3 (NCB) "Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy 

he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead…" 

  

 Gospel 

 In 

 Accepted 

 That’s not Gospel 

 God meets you there  

 I am on your side 

  

Psalm 33:22 (NLT) "Let your unfailing love surround us, Lord, for our hope is in you alone." 

  



Phil. 3:7 (TLB) "But all these things that I once thought worthwhile – now I’ve thrown them 

away so that I can put my trust and my hope in Christ alone." 

  

5th) Soli Deo Gloria - God's GLORY alone. 

 

 Live for God's glory alone 

 "Soli Deo Gloria." For the glory of God alone 

 It's living all of life for the glory of God.  

 True worship is living all of life: your personal life, your family life, your business life, your 

social life; all of life for the glory of God alone 

 

1 Cor. 10:31 (ESV) So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 

 

 Maybe living for God’s Glory is just connecting with Him daily and following where he 

leads 


