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 Game Changers 

 Law of Courage 

 Elijah was very courageous  

  

Matt. 16:25 (NIV) "If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life 

for my sake, you will save it."  

 

Joshua 1:9 (NIV) “This is my command--be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or 

discouraged. For the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”  

 

1 Kings 17:1-7 (ESV) “Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the Lord, 

the God of Israel, lives, before whom I stand, there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, 

except by my word.”  And the word of the Lord came to him:  “Depart from here and turn 

eastward and hide yourself by the brook Cherith, which is east of the Jordan.  You shall drink 

from the brook, and I have commanded the ravens to feed you there.”  So he went and did 

according to the word of the Lord. He went and lived by the brook Cherith that is east of the 

Jordan.  And the ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning, and bread and meat in the 

evening, and he drank from the brook.  And after a while the brook dried up, because there was 

no rain in the land.” 

  

The Law of Courage: 

 

1st) Courage CONFRONTS. 

 

1 Kings 17:1 (ESV) “Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the Lord, 

the God of Israel, lives, before whom I stand, there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, 

except by my word.” 

  

 Confrontation is hard 

 Anything permitted increases 

 Never complain about what you permit  

 Who is Ahab? 

 He was powerful 

  

1 Kings 16:29a (ESV) “In the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of Judah, Ahab the son of Omri 

began to reign over Israel.” 

  

 He was evil 

  

1 Kings 16:30 (ESV) “And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the Lord, more than all 

who were before him.” 



  

 He mocked God 

 

1 Kings 16:33 (ESV) “And Ahab made an Asherah. Ahab did more to provoke the Lord, the God 

of Israel, to anger than all the kings of Israel who were before him.” 

  

 Who was Elijah?  

 He takes a stand for God and confronts the king  

 Conflict and confrontation 

 It blocks your fellowship with God 

  

1 John 4:20 (NLT) “If someone says, ‘I love God,’ but hates a fellow believer, that person is a 

liar.” 

  

Unresolved conflict hinders your prayers: 

  

1 Peter 3:7 (NIV) “Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and 

treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so 

that nothing will hinder your prayers.” 

  

1 Peter 3:12 (ESV) “For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to their 

prayer. But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 

  

 Unresolved conflict hinders your happiness  

 When conflict comes in through the front door, happiness goes out the back door.  

 To get rid of conflict, you need to intentionally deal with it  

 Only courageous people resolve conflict 

  

2 Timothy 1:7 (NLT) “God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and 

self-discipline”  

  

You cannot correct what you’re unwilling to confront: 

  

A - Go the person in love and grace  

B - State the problem but separate the problem from the person  

C - Give grace and be quick to forgive  

 

Confrontation is the attempt to preserve the relationship: 

  

2nd) Courage LISTENS. 

 

1 Kings 17:2 (ESV”) “And the word of the Lord came to him.”  

  

 He got it from God 

 He had a word from the Lord 

 Where do I get a word from the Lord? 



 In the Lord’s word 

 A word from the Lord is a verse that jumps out at you 

  

 1 Peter 1:23 (ESV)”Since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, 

through the living and abiding word of God;” 

Romans 10:17 (NKJV) “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” 

  

Psalm 119:103 (NLT) “How sweet your words taste to me; they are sweeter than honey.”  

  

Matt. 4:4 (ESV) “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the 

mouth of God.”  

  

3rd) Courage TRUSTS. 

 

1 Kings 17:4 (ESV) “You shall drink from the brook, and I have commanded the ravens to feed 

you there.”  

  

 Elijah’s provision wasn’t where he was; it was where God told him to go!  

 God is sending the provision for your needs not to where you are but to where He told you to 

go!  

 There is a place called “there” for you. 

 Do not allow the threat of reduced income to cause you to disobey the Lord’s direction for 

your life. 

 Choose to believe the Lord knows how to care for his people. 

 Believe that where the Lord leads He feeds. 

 Where He guides He provides. 

 Faith does not let a threat of privation alter the course the Lord has set. 

  

4th) Courage FOLLOWS through.  

 

1 Kings 17:5 (ESV) “So he went and did according to the word of the Lord. He went and lived by 

the brook Cherith that is east of the Jordan. “ 

  

 He wouldn’t have seen God’s provision if he hadn’t gone where God instructed. 

 We’ve got a word from God that we haven’t acted on.  

 We’re somewhere other than where He told us to be. 

 But does this doesn’t mean obeying Him is not important  

 Just the opposite.  

 An uncommon assignment attracts an uncommon adversary 

  

5th) Courage DISCERNS.  

 

1 Kings 17:7 (ESV) “And after a while the brook dried up, because there was no rain in the 

land.” 

  



 Even though you’re there, you’re not always there 

 There can go to here and they’ll be a new there 

 “There” is not static, it’s dynamic 

 

Mark 4:21 (NIV) “First the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head.” 

 


