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 When Jesus shows up 

 Let my sermons smell like Jesus 

 Let my life reflect Jesus 

 Recognizing Jesus 

  

John 21:4-10 (NIV) Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not 

realize that it was Jesus.  He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” “No,” they 

answered.  He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When 

they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish.  Then the 

disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, 

“It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped 

into the water.  The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were 

not far from shore, about a hundred yards.  When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals 

there with fish on it, and some bread.  Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just 

caught.”  

 

How to Know “It’s The Lord”: 

 

1st) There’s a DIRECTIVE.   

 

John 21:5-6 (NIV) He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” “No,” they 

answered. He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.”  

 

 There’s an instruction 

 Here’s what I want you to do 

 This is being led by God’s Spirit 

 This has nothing to do with our salvation but it has everything to do with our maturity 

 God will never be finished taking you deeper into faith 

 There’s always a next step to take 

 If you don’t follow the next step you can get stale 

 

Mark 10:52 (NLT) And Jesus said to him, “Go, for your faith has healed you.” Instantly the man 

could see, and he followed Jesus down the road. 

 

 Are you sitting on the side of the road or are you following Jesus down the road? 

 Are you sitting in the boat or are you throwing your net on the right side 

 Ask this: Jesus, what’s the right side of the boat for me? 

 

2nd) There’s a REMINDER.  

 

John 21:6B-7 (NIV) When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large 

number of fish.  Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” 



  

Luke 5:4-8 (ESV) And when he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep 

and let down your nets for a catch.”  And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took 

nothing! But at your word I will let down the nets.”  And when they had done this, they enclosed 

a large number of fish, and their nets were breaking.  They signaled to their partners in the other 

boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to 

sink.  But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I 

am a sinful man, O Lord.” 

 

 Without Christ, that night of fishing “they caught nothing.”  

 I’ll call this “fishing in the flesh.”  

 

John 15:5 (NLT) “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in 

them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing. 

 

3rd) There’s a PASSION.  

 

John 21:7b (ESV) As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer 

garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. 

 

3 Truths About Passion: 

 

- Nothing significant is ever done in life without passion 

  

- Most winners in life are just ex-losers who finally got passionate 

  

- The worst bankruptcy in the world is the person who has lost passion 

  

How do I find my passion? 

 

Put the WORD OF GOD first place in your life 

 

 Passion is a by-product of connecting with Jesus 

 

Josh. 1:8 (NLT) Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day and night so you 

will be sure to obey everything written in it. Only then will you prosper and succeed in all you 

do. 

 

 Learn to listen to your life 

 Begin to notice what lights you up 

 I really really enjoy this 

 

4th) There’s the PRACTICAL.  

 

John 21:8 (NIV) The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were 

not far from shore, about a hundred yards. 



 There’s a part of life the God’s part 

 There’s a point of life that’s our part 

 God won't do our part and we can’t do God’s part 

 Our part is obedience and God’s part is the results part 

 I can’t make the results happen 

 I follow God’s lead and then I trust  

 

5th) There’s GENEROSITY. 

 

John 21:10 (NIV) Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” 

 

Deut. 8:18 (ESV) You shall remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to get 

wealth, that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your fathers, as it is this day. 

 

1 Cor. 6:20 (TLB) “Use every part of your body to give glory back to God.” 

  

 Your generosity is proof of your trust! 

 

3 Ways to be Generous: 

 

A) Your TIME. 

 

Heb. 13:16 (ESV) Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are 

pleasing to God. 

 

B) Your TALENT. 

 

C) Your TREASURE. 

  

Luke 6:38 (ESV) Give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken 

together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be 

measured back to you.” 

  

6th) There’s an INVITE.  

 

John 21:12 (NIV) Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.”  

 

Rev. 3:20 (CEV) Listen! I am standing and knocking at your door. If you hear my voice and open 

the door, I will come in and we will eat together. 


