
Daring Faith: Daring To Believe 

Easter – April 4, 2021 
  

John 20:1-10 (NIV) Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 

went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance.  So she came 

running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken 

the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” 

 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb.  Both were running, but the other disciple 

outran Peter and reached the tomb first.  He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying 

there but did not go in.  Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the 

tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around 

Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen.  Finally the other 

disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. (They still did 

not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) Then the disciples went 

back to where they were staying. 

 

Do you dare to believe?   

 

 That’s the most important question you’ll ever be asked because your eternal destiny will be 

based on the answer.   

  

Answer 2 Questions 

  

 What are the benefits of believing in Jesus Christ?   

 What does it actually mean to believe in Jesus?   

 

3 Benefits: 

 

1st) Total FORGIVENESS.  

 

Acts 10:43 (NLT) He is the one all the prophets testified about, saying that everyone who 

believes in him will have their sins forgiven through his name.” 

 

Romans 3:22-24 (NLT) We are made right with God by placing our faith in Jesus Christ. And 

this is true for everyone who believes, no matter who we are. For everyone has sinned; we all 

fall short of God’s glorious standard. Yet God, in his grace, freely makes us right in his sight. He 

did this through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the penalty for our sins.  

 

2nd) I learn my ASSIGNMENT. 

  

 I learn my God given assignment 

 God has a purpose for your life 

 Believe in Jesus 

 Life controls you rather than you controlling life. 

Col. 1:16 (MSG)“Everything, absolutely everything... got started in Christ and finds its purpose 

in him.”    



 

Eph. 1:11-12 (MSG) It’s in Christ that we find out who we are and what we are living for. Long 

before we first heard of Christ and got our hopes up, he had his eye on us, had designs on us for 

glorious living, part of the overall purpose he is working out in everything and everyone. 

 

3rd) I get STRENGTH for daily living. 

 

 I don’t get my strength 

 I get God’s strength. 

 I’m just so tired all the time 

 I can’t get it all done 

 You don’t know your assignment 

 When you know what you’re supposed to do you’ll also know what you’re not supposed to 

do 

 You have a power shortage 

 

Isaiah 40:29 (NLT) “God gives power to those who are tired and worn out, and he offers 

strength to the weak.”   

  

Eph. 1:19-20a (NLT) I pray that you will begin to understand how incredibly great his power is 

to help those who believe him. It is that same mighty power 20 that raised Christ from the dead  

  

 You need God’s power to change things in your life you can’t change on your own 

 What does it mean to believe in Jesus?   

 They have head knowledge about God but they don’t have a heart commitment to God 

 It means to trust in, to cling to, to rely on, to adhere to, or to commit to.  Big difference.   

 It’s a heart commitment that incrementally brings change 

 The only people who ever get better are the ones that know God loves them even if they 

don’t get better 

 It’s the difference between knowing about Jesus and knowing Jesus personally 

 

A) I turn EVERYTHING over to Jesus. 

 

Romans 10:9 (ICB) If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and if you believe in your 

heart that God raised Jesus from death, then you will be saved. 

 

 The building changed hands 

 It’s under new management 

 You’re under new management 

 

B) I RELAX in what he’s done. 

 

 Relaxing in the love of God 

 You don’t have to earn God’s love. 

  



Romans 8:37-38 (NLT) “Nothing will ever be able to separate us from his love.  Death can't, and 

life can't.  The angels can't, and demons can't.  Our fears for today, our worries about tomorrow, 

and even the powers of hell can't keep God's love away.  Whether we’re high above the sky or in 

the deepest ocean, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God 

that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

  

C) I look for OPPORTUNITY. 

 

 I use my life to serve God by serving others.  

 

Romans 6:13 (NLT) Do not let any part of your body become an instrument of evil to serve sin. 

Instead, give yourselves completely to God, for you were dead, but now you have new life. So use 

your whole body as an instrument to do what is right for the glory of God.       

 

 You don’t have to work that up 

 It’s a by-product of believing  

 You’re desires will change  

  

James 2:13 (ERV) My brothers and sisters, if a person claims to have faith but does nothing, that 

faith is worth nothing. Faith like that cannot save anyone. 

  

Ephesians 2:10 (TLB) It is God himself who has made us what we are and given us new lives 

from Christ Jesus; and long ages ago he planned that we should spend these lives in helping 

others. 


