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 All In 

 I was DISCOURAGED 

 I was fighting the good fight of faith 

 I believe we’re on our way back! 

 

1 Sam. 30:6b (KJV) but David encouraged himself in the Lord his God 

 

Romans 8:31 (ESV) What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against 

us? 

 

James 4:2b (NIV) You do not have because you do not ask God. 

 

Matt. 19:16 (NIV) Just then a man came up to Jesus and asked, "Teacher, what good thing must 

I do to get eternal life?" 

 

Matt. 19:21 (NIV) Jesus answered, "If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give 

to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." 

 

Matt. 19:22 (NIV) When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great 

wealth 

 

Matt. 19:26 (NIV) Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but with God all 

things are possible." 

 

 A soldier 

 An athlete 

 

2 Tim. 3: 3-7 (NLT) Endure suffering along with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. Soldiers 

don’t get tied up in the affairs of civilian life, for then they cannot please the officer who enlisted 

them.  And athletes cannot win the prize unless they follow the rules.  And hardworking farmers 

should be the first to enjoy the fruit of their labor.  Think about what I am saying. The Lord will 

help you understand all these things. 

 

As A Soldier: 

 

A)  I must DEFINE what I’d die for. 

  

 Until you know what you’re willing to die for you’re not ready to live 

 Life is best lived with the taste of death in your mouth 

 If you’ve never clarified what’s worth dying for you really are not fully alive.  

 Freedom is worth dying for 

 Family is worth dying for 

 Faith is worth dying for 



 

John 15:13 (TLB) And here is how to measure it—the greatest love is shown when a person lays 

down his life for his friends 

 

B) I must SACRIFICE my comfort. 

 

 You don’t get to the next level without sacrificing 

 The greater your sacrifice in life the greater your character in life is 

 

2 Timothy 2:3 (PHILLIPS) Put up with your share of hardship as a loyal soldier in Christ’s 

army.  

 

 What is the hardship in your life?  

 

Ephesians 5:2 (CEB) Live your life with love, following the example of Christ, who loved us and 

gave himself for us. He was a sacrificial offering that smelled sweet to God. 

 

C) I must ELIMINATE distractions. 

 

2 Tim. 2:4 (NLT/NIV) “As Christ's soldier, do not let yourself become entangled in the affairs of 

this life, wasting time, for then you can’t please your commanding officer who enlisted you in his 

army,” 

  

 The distraction of popularity 

 The distraction of pleasure 

 The distraction of profits 

 The distraction of possessions 

  

1 Corinthians 9:24-27 (NLT) Don’t you realize that in a race everyone runs, but only one person 

gets the prize? So run to win!  All athletes are disciplined in their training. They do it to win a 

prize that will fade away, but we do it for an eternal prize.  So I run with purpose in every step. I 

am not just shadow boxing.  I discipline my body like an athlete, training it to do what it should. 

Otherwise, I fear that after preaching to others I myself might be disqualified.  

 

As An Athlete: 

 

A) I must INTEND to win. 

 

1 Corinthians 9:24 (NLT) Don’t you realize that in a race everyone runs, but only one person 

gets the prize? So run to win! 

 

 If I’m going to win in life it’s got to be intentional 

 

1 Cor. 9:23 (NLT) I do everything to spread the Good News and share in its blessings. 

 

 Forgiveness 

 Reconciliation 



 Peace in trials 

 

 Joy in the Lord 

 Purpose and direction 

  

1 Timothy 6:12 (TEV) “Run your best in the race of faith, and win eternal life  for yourself; for 

this is the life that God called you to when you professed your faith before many witnesses.”  

 

B) I must DISCIPLINE myself. 

 

1 Corinthians 9:25 (NLT) All athletes are disciplined in their training. They do it to win a prize 

that will fade away, but we do it for an eternal prize. 

  

 Be willing to stir up the dream God has put in your heart 

 Be willing to discipline yourself in the Lord 

 If your dreams die, learn to dream a new dream  

 

“We do it for an eternal prize.” 

 

C) I stay FOCUSED on the reward. 

 

 1 Corinthians 9:25b (NLT) but we do it for an eternal prize. 

  

 Knowing Jesus 

 

Phil. 3:8 (BSB) More than that, I count all things as loss compared to the surpassing excellence 

of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I 

may gain Christ  

 

 That’s the eternal prize 

 

John 17:3 (NIV) Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 

whom you have sent. 

 

 Eternal life is now 

 It’s living in relationship with Jesus no matter what we go through 

 

Hebrews 12:2 (MSG) Keep your eyes on Jesus, who both began and finished this race we're in. 

Study how he did it. Because he never lost sight of where he was headed - that exhilarating finish 

in and with God - he could put up with anything… 

 

1 Cor. 9:26 (NLT) So I run with purpose in every step. I am not just shadow boxing. 

  

 Love God and Love people 


