
The Warning 
Jesus warned more about hell than He 
taught about heaven. 
"Fear only God, who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell." 
Matthew 10:28

"If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It’s better to enter eternal 
life with only one hand than to go into the unquenchable fires of 
hell with two hands." Mark 9:43

"Depart from Me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels." Matthew 25:41 

Why?
Love. As a parent warns a child of danger so does God warn His 
creation of the destructive path of hell (Revelation 16:8-11).  

The Problem
Why so severe? 
Sin. Sin is like cancer; it’s unrelenting in deceiving, killing and has 
condemned all of humanity to spiritual death which leads to hell. 

In essence sin is the refusal to live entirely and only for God’s 
purpose and glory (Romans 1:21, 3:23). Instead, we're living for 
ourselves with no regard for our created purpose.    

We think God is extreme in His commitment to judge sin only 
because we don’t understand the destructive nature of sin and  
the human plague that it is. 

Sin destroys that which God loves deeply. 
When we read of God’s wrath and the severe 
judgment of sin we’re reading of His zeal to 
consume that which destroys His objects of 
love; people. —Matt Candler 

Jesus answered them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever 
commits sin is a slave of sin.” John 8:34

An act of sin is simply a symptom of a greater issue, that we are 
completely and utterly full of sin. The actions of sin are only the tip 
of the iceberg of our true problem.  

As the salt flavors every drop in the Atlantic, 
so does sin affect every atom of our nature. 
—Charles H. Spurgeon  

"From the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, all sexual 
immorality, theft, lying, and slander…" Matthew 15:19-20

"You are nothing more than tombs painted with fresh coats 
of white paint—tombs that look shining and beautiful on the 
outside, but within are found decaying corpses full of nothing 
but corruption. Outwardly you masquerade as righteous people, 
but inside your hearts you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness." 
Matthew 23:27-28 

The corruption that was in us from birth was expressed through 
the deeds and desires of our self-centered life. We lived by 
whatever natural cravings and thoughts our minds dictated, living 
as rebellious children subject to God’s wrath like everyone else. 
Ephesians 2:3 

The recognition of sin is the beginning of 
salvation. —Martin Luther

When we finally see that we’re plagued with sin we understand 
our need to be rescued. 

The Plan of Rescue 
Christ paid the full price to set us free from the curse…He absorbed 
it completely as He became a curse in our place…Jesus was 
cursed in our place and in so doing, dissolved the curse from our 
lives… Galatians 3:13-14 

But God is so rich in mercy, and He loved us so much, that even 
though we were dead because of our sins, He gave us life when 
He raised Christ from the dead. Ephesians 2:4-5 

God did this to demonstrate His righteousness, for He Himself is 
fair and just, and He makes sinners right in His sight when they 
believe in Jesus. Romans 3:26 

"For this is how much God loved the world—He gave His one and 
only Son as a gift. So everyone who believes in Him will never 
perish but experience everlasting life." John 3:16 



 

Remind someone that they are loved! DON'T MISS A STEP! 
Join us as we livestream services Sundays @ 11 am 
only. Search GraceChurchEast on FB & YouTube. 

GraceKids online services are Saturdays @ 6 pm.  
Go to GraceSTL.org/Connect/Ministries/Grace-kids. 

Grace Students livestream services are Wednesdays  
@ 7 pm. Search GraceChurchSTL on FB & YouTube.

We're OPEN! 
Get your holiday shopping done! 

Want to volunteer in the boutique? 
Contact Dawn @ 573-225-8338

Get this Haitian handmade ornament 
FREE with every $20 donation!
Pick up Dec. 13 during services!
https://donate.chip-in.us/?causeId=5519

Your donations feed the most vulnerable in Haiti. 
 

Would you like to be  
in-the-know and  
receive updates  
from us? 
Fill out a 
Connect 
Card (in the 
seatback) & 
return it in an 
offering box  
or at the  
info center!

Inviting someone to 
church is this easy.
Do you know someone who’s just one ask away 
from a relationship with Jesus? Invite them to 
church. Now online or on-campus. 

F O R  H A I T I


