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 What to Do? 

 Your Calling 

 Your Ministry 

 

Col. 1:24-29 (ESV) Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up 

what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church, of which I 

became a minister according to the stewardship from God that was given to me for you, to make 

the word of God fully known, the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to 

his saints.  To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of 

the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.  Him we proclaim, warning 

everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in 

Christ.  For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within me. 

 

Eph. 2:10 (TLB)“God ... has made us what we are and given us new lives from Christ Jesus; and 

long ages ago he planned that we should spend these lives in helping others”  

  

 He wants you to make the world a better place! 

 Your Calling is to be in Christ 

 Your Ministry is to be in Christ wherever you are  

 Your ministry is not an activity it’s an attitude 

 We measure our Christianity through activity 

 Did I pray, have a quiet time, read my bible, etc. 

 Those are good things but they are not “The Thing”  

  

Gal. 5:22-23 (ESV) But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control;  

  

 This is the life Jesus offers to us  

 Jesus wants to be your life 

 Lord Jesus Christ what does it mean that you are my life at every moment? 

 I want to know you and the power of your resurrection 

  

Phil. 3:10a (NKJV) that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection,  
  

1st) There’s a Correlation Between SERVICE and SUFFERING.  

 

Col. 1:24 (ESV)  Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up 

what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church, 

 

2 Cor. 1:5 (ESV) For as we share abundantly in Christ's sufferings, so through Christ we share 

abundantly in comfort too. 

 

2 Cor. 11:23b-25 (NIV) I have worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, been 

flogged more severely, and been exposed to death again and again. Five times I received from 

the Jews the forty lashes minus one. Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was pelted with 

stones, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea,  

 



 Suffering is common for the believer, and we’re all going to have a season where we 

personally walk through it or someone we love walks through it.  

 Suffering is simply part of life  

 The question is where do we turn when it comes our way? 

 Maybe suffering is more about God’s mercy than we realize 

 For God to leave you healthy and content with everything going perfect for you all the days 

of your life and you never see a need for him 

 For Him to free up your hands off of the myth of control and show you how dependent you 

are on Him, is one of the most merciful things He could ever do.  

 

2nd) There’s a Correlation Between CALLING and COMMITMENT.  

 

Col. 1:25 (ESV) of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God that was 

given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, 

 

 God has sent me to help his Church and to tell his secret plan to you Gentiles. 

 To the Gentiles 

 

Col. 1:26-27 (ESV) the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to his 

saints.  To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the 

glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

 

 Hope 

 Hope is commonly used to mean a wish: its strength is the strength of the person's desire.  

 But in the Bible hope is the confident expectation of what God has promised and its strength 

is in His faithfulness. 

 Confidence 

 

3rd) There’s a Correlation Between PROCLAMATION and PERFECTION.  

 

Col. 1:28 (ESV) Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, 

that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 

 

 Jesus 

 

Col. 2:10 (BSB) And you have been made complete in Christ, 

 

 Paul longed to present everyone complete in Christ.  

 His job was to teach them what they already had 

 He declares his intention to equip others to realize their God-given potential 

 The apostle says his goal is to preach, warn, and teach, so that listeners become complete in 

Christ. 

 Paul was an equipping leader with a heart to develop others 

 Leaders add value to others by serving them 

 Leaders also add value to others by giving them an example by which to live  

 It’s all just about Jesus 

 Jesus plus nothing equals everything 

 


