
Colossians Part 4 

Escalators and Roundabouts 

  

 Escalators and Roundabouts 

 Who invented the escalator?  

 Should you walk on an escalator that has stopped?  

 Has anyone ever died on an escalator?  

 Make sure you’re entering the correct escalator – the stairs should be moving in the direction 

of your path, not towards you. 

  

Col. 1:21-23 (ESV)21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he 

has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless 

and above reproach before him, 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not 

shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation 

under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister. 

  

Going Down The Escalator: 

1st) You Were Once ALIENATED.  

 

Col. 1:21a (ESV) And you, who once were alienated 

 

Romans 1:25 (ESV) they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the 

creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. 

 

 You and I prefer creation to the Creator 

 I have this, and it doesn’t work. More of what doesn’t work might work. 

 They begin to pretend that more of what doesn’t work will somehow work.  

 

2nd) You Became Hostile in MIND  

 

Col. 1:21b (ESV) and hostile in mind,  

 

 We begin to grow hostile in mind  

 Someone has to be blamed for our frustration  

 We look for someone to blame for our unhappiness  

 

3rd) You Digressed To EVIL Deeds.  

 

Col. 1:21c (ESV) doing evil deeds,  

 

 They don’t just come out of nowhere 

 It’s a digression 

 They were given to you so you would see your own imperfections and remember and know 

you need a Savior.  

 Step away from our God-given responsibility to pour into and to point them towards a Savior 

by discipling, encouraging, loving and shaping them 



Going Up The Escalator: 

1) He Turned you AROUND . 

 

he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death,  

 

 Try to fix our evil deeds 

 All you’re doing is mowing over the weeds 

 Christ in His flesh, by His death, reconciles you to God.  

 He put you on the right escalator - the escalator that’s going up 

 He stopped you in the roundabout and gave you some real direction 

 God in the flesh comes and lives a perfect, spotless, blameless, above reproach life 

 He takes Him who knew no sin and makes Him sin on the cross so that you and I might 

become His righteousness.  

 

2 Cor. 5:21 (ESV)  For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God. 

 

 Christ gets your hostile mind and your evil deeds and pays for them in full, and you get His 

righteousness, His spotlessness and become above reproach before God.  

 The good news is not that if you clean yourself up, God will like you.  

 It’s not the balanced scales of, “Does my good out weight my bad?”  

 So now the root is then solved 

 

2nd) He Gives Us RESPONSIBILITY.  

 

Col. 1:23 (ESV) If indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the 

hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and 

of which I, Paul, became a minister.  

 

 You’ll transfer from unbelief to belief  

 The Gospel takes time to permeate our soul 

 You’re either looking for your strength in you or you’re going to find it in God.  

 Despite the fact that the gospels say Christ saves you, for some reason you thought you saved 

you.  

 Security in the gospel, you began to find your security in your ability to master external 

Christianity 

 

Gal. 3:1-3 (MSG) You crazy Galatians! Did someone put a hex on you? Have you taken leave of 

your senses? Something crazy has happened, for it’s obvious that you no longer have the 

crucified Jesus in clear focus in your lives. Let me put this question to you: How did your new 

life begin? Was it by working your heads off to please God? Or was it by responding to God’s 

Message to you?  

 

 How do you know that you know him? 

 “Trust me” and then for the rest of your life make you wonder if you really trusted him.  



 The nature of the God of the universe is not to bring you to a saving knowledge of Jesus 

Christ… 

 Then to make you wonder for the rest of your life if you have that saving knowledge of Jesus 

Christ 

 

2 Assurance Indicators 

Your LIFE 

 

 Where you have come from and where you are going. 

 God’s pleasure and our assurance come from moving in that right direction. 

 

Your CONCERN 

 

 Concern is manifested in direct proportion to how much you care. 


