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 Pillars of Grace 

 The Gospel 

 

Romans 1:16 (NIV)For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings 

salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. 

  

 God is for us 

 Grace upon Grace 

 

Gal. 2:1-6 (ESV) Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus 

along with me. I went up because of a revelation and set before them (though privately before those who 

seemed influential) the gospel that I proclaim among the Gentiles, in order to make sure I was not 

running or had not run in vain.  But even Titus, who was with me, was not forced to be circumcised, 

though he was a Greek. Yet because of false brothers secretly brought in—who slipped in to spy out our 

freedom that we have in Christ Jesus, so that they might bring us into slavery— to them we did not yield 

in submission even for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might be preserved for you.  And from 

those who seemed to be influential (what they were makes no difference to me; God shows no 

partiality)—those, I say, who seemed influential added nothing to me.  

 

5 Pillars of Grace:  

Pillar #1) TIME with God.   

 

Gal. 2:1a (ESV) Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem... 

 

 Spends a lot of time with Jesus 

 The first 14 years of ministry for Paul were the pillars for the next 25 years of his ministry 

 God reveals His private secrets to His closest friends 

  

Gal. 2:2 (ESV) I went up because of a revelation 

  

Jer. 33:3 (ESV) Ask me and I will tell you remarkable secrets you do not know about things to come. 

  

 A small key opens a big bank vault 

 When I talk about time with God 

 Time in His word 

 The particular will flow from the general  

 You’ll find your assignment by spending time with Jesus 

 Your assignment will require times of preparation 

  

  

2 Tim 2:15 (NIV) Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need 

to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. 

  

 Jesus invested 30 years of his life for 3 1/2 years of ministry 

 Time in Pray 

 Time in His presence 



 Direction 

  

Psalm 32:8 (ESV) I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with my 

eye upon you. 

  

 Hope 

  

Psalm 199:49 (ESV) Remember your word to your servant, in which you have made me hope. 

  

 Peace 

  

John 16:33 (NLT) I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on earth you will have 

many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the world.” 

  

 When I’m offering grace to others.  

 I must receive that grace first. 

 To give grace I must get grace 

 

Pillar #2) Gathering with God CENTERED friends.   

 

Gal. 2:1b (ESV) ...with Barnabas, taking Titus along with me. 

 

 Avoid the foolish 

 How Do I know? 

 Foolish people attempt to destroy others reputation 

 

Proverbs 10:18 (NIV) Whoever conceals hatred with lying lips and spreads slander is a fool. 

 

 Foolish people refuse godly direction 

 

Proverbs 1:7 (NIV) "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and 

instruction."  

 

 Foolish people embrace sin rather than avoid it 

 

Proverbs 14:9 (NKV) Fools mock at sin, But among the upright there is favor. 

 

Pillar #3) Proper Response to RESISTANCE.  

 

Gal. 2:4 (ESV) Yet because of false brothers secretly brought in—who slipped in to spy out our freedom 

that we have in Christ Jesus, so that they might bring us into slavery 

 

 Freedom is dangerous 

 

John 15:18-19 (TLB) for you get enough hate from the world! But then, it hated me before it hated 

you.  The world would love you if you belonged to it; but you don’t—for I chose you to come out of the 

world, and so it hates you. 

 

 Your friends provide comfort 

 Your enemies provide promotion 



 Enemies turn nobodies into somebodies 

 David was a nobody until he met his enemy Goliath 

 

3 Facts on Enemies: 

A) Jesus knew his followers would STIR UP enemies 

 

Matt. 10:22 (ESV) and you will be hated by all for my name's sake 

  

 

B) Jesus told his followers to ANTICIPATE enemies 

 

Matt. 10:16 (PHPS)  “Here I am sending you out like sheep with wolves all round you; so be as wise as 

serpents and yet as harmless as doves.  

 

C) Jesus warned his followers that PEOPLE would become their enemies 

 

Matt. 10:17 (PHPS)But be on your guard against men. 

 

Pillar #4) Recognition of AUTHORITY  

 

Gal. 2:9 (ESV) and when James and Cephas and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that 

was given to me, they gave the right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me, that we should go to the 

Gentiles and they to the circumcised. 

 

Pillar #5) Aligning with God’s HEART.  

 

Gal. 2:10 (ESV) Only, they asked us to remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to do. 

 

 God is ok with you doing well in your life! 

 

John 10:10 (NIV) The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, 

and have it to the full. 

 

John 3:16 (NIV) For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

 

John 17:3 (NIV) Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 

you have sent. 

 

 This is how life should be  


