
Mark 14:27-31 (NIV) “You will all fall away,” Jesus told them, 
“for it is written: “‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will 
be scattered.’ But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into 
Galilee.” 

Peter declared, “Even if all fall away, I will not.” “Truly I tell you,” 
Jesus answered, “today—yes, tonight—before the rooster crows 
twice you yourself will disown Me three times.” But Peter insisted 
emphatically, “Even if I have to die with You, I will never disown 
You.” And all the others said the same.

Why People Fall Away
 ► Pride

Mark 14:27-29 (NIV) “You will all fall away,” Jesus told them, 
“for it is written: “‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will 
be scattered.’ But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into 
Galilee.” Peter declared, “Even if all fall away, I will not.”

1 Corinthians 10:12 (TLB) So be careful. If you are thinking, “Oh, I 
would never behave like that”—let this be a warning to you. For 
you too may fall into sin.

Proverbs 16:18 (NIV) Pride goes before destruction. A haughty spirit 
before a fall.  

 ► Being as lazy as an old dog sleeping by the fire 
Mark 14:37 (MSG) He came back and found them sound asleep. 
He said to Peter, “Simon, you went to sleep on Me? Can’t you stick 
it out with Me a single hour? Stay alert, be in prayer, so you don’t 
enter the danger zone without even knowing it. Don’t be naive. 
Part of you is eager, ready for anything in God; but another part is 
as lazy as an old dog sleeping by the fire.”

 ► Mismanaging distance
Mark 14:53,54 (MSG) They led Jesus to the Chief Priest, where 
the high priests, religious leaders, and scholars had gathered 
together. Peter followed at a safe distance until they got to the 
Chief Priest’s courtyard, where he mingled with the servants and 
warmed himself at the fire.

Proverbs 29:25 (NLT) Fearing people is a dangerous trap. 

 ► Comfort
Mark 14:54 (NLT) Meanwhile, Peter followed Him at a distance and 
went right into the high priest’s courtyard. There he sat with the 
guards, warming himself by the fire. 

By grace. 

Luke 22:62 (NIV) And he went outside and wept bitterly.

Mark 16:7 (NIV) But go, tell His disciples and Peter...

Romans 8:1 (NIV) There is no condemnation for those who belong 
to Christ Jesus. 

Why does God accept us when we fall short?

1. He made a promise.
Hebrews 13:5 (NIV) Keep your lives free from the love of money and 
be content with what you have, because God has said, “Never will 
I leave you; never will I forsake you.”

Lamentations 3:22 (LB) God's compassion never ends. It is only His 
mercies that have kept us from complete destruction. 

2. My salvation isn't based on my 
performance.
Romans 9:16 (NIV) It does not, therefore, depend on human desire 
or effort, but on God’s mercy. 

Titus 3:5 (NLT) "He saved us, not because of the good things we 
did, but because of His mercy." 

3. Because it really is finished.

4. Jesus understands my humanness.
Hebrews 4:15 (NLT) He understands our weaknesses, for He faced 
all of the same temptations we do, yet He did not sin. 



 

DON'T MISS A STEP! 
Join us as we livestream services Sundays @ 11 am 
only. Search GraceChurchEast on FB & YouTube. 

GraceKids online services are Saturdays @ 6 pm.  
Go to GraceSTL.org/Connect/Ministries/Grace-kids. 

Grace Students livestream services are Wednesdays  
@ 7 pm. Search GraceChurchSTL on FB & YouTube.

Remind someone that they are loved!

Just $1 A Day!
Right now there's a lot going 
on in Haiti and the world: Food 
price increases, political protests, 
violence, and the threat of 
COVID-19. 

Just $1 a day can give our kids in 
Haiti an education, medicine, and 
a life without hunger. 

We need your help. $30 a 
month or a one-time gift of 
$365 can change lives.

LOVE365

Share LOVE with our friends in Haiti!  
www.mission111.org

Would you like to be  
in-the-know and  
receive updates  
from us? 
Fill out a 
Connect 
Card (in the 
seatback) & 
return it in an 
offering box  
or at the  
info center!

REGISTER: GRACESTL.ORG/FRESHGROUNDEDFAITH

RESCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER 22–23, 2021

FRI., OCT. 30, GRACE EAST PARKING LOT
Lot opens at 6 pm  
Movie starts at 6:30 pm 

Info: Megan @ 618-580-1294  
or megan.gibbs@yahoo.com

Join  
us for

FAMILYFAMILY


