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 Direction 

 Hearing from God  

 God spoke to Adam 

 God spoke to Noah 

 God spoke to Moses  

 Being a Sheep 

  
John 10:1-6 (NIV) “Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by 

the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber.  The one who enters by the 
gate is the shepherd of the sheep.  The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to 
his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.  When he has brought out all his 

own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice.  But they 
will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize 

a stranger’s voice.”  Jesus used this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what 
he was telling them. 
  

 We are followers of Jesus 

 Jesus makes a distinction between us and him 

 He is the Shepherd  

 We are the sheep 

 We hear the voice of God not because of who we are but because of whose we are 

 Sheep, by their very nature need a guide 
  

Sheep Traits: 

 
1st) Sheep are VULNERABLE.  

 
John 10:1 (NIV) “Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the 

gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 
  

 Be aware 

 Be Careful 
  

1 Peter 5:8 (ESV) Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a 
roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 

  

 The opposite of relationship is law 

 The leaders of the church in that day went in the direction of the law 

 What is the law? 

 A list of rules to get to God  
  



Leviticus 19:19 (ESV)  “You shall keep my statutes. You shall not let your cattle breed with a 
different kind. You shall not sow your field with two kinds of seed, nor shall you wear a garment 

of cloth made of two kinds of material.  
  

 “A fence around the law” 
  

Mark 7:5-7 (ESV) And the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not walk 
according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?”  And he said to them, “Well 
did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written, “‘This people honors me with their lips, 

but their heart is far from me;  in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the 
commandments of men.’ 

  

 Hearing from God is a matter of the heart 
  

3 Thoughts on Relationship: 

 

A) God Communicates in many WAYS. 
 

 A study of scripture will reveal the kinds of ways that God typically speaks to his people  

  
B) Continually MONITOR your heart.  

  

 We may have the wrong motives for seeking to hear from God 

 A natural tendency is an obsession with knowing the future 

 How classes on “Knowing the will of God,” always fill up very quickly 

 But God will not have robots for children.  

 Instead, a relationship with God will persistently grow one's character into the kind naturally 

does the will of the Father… without being told to do so! 
  

C) Get a proper picture of the nature of God by looking at JESUS. 
  

 When we think wrongly about God, we will think wrongly about everything, including 
ourselves. 

 

2nd) Sheep have a SHEPHERD.  
 

John 10:2 (NIV) The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep.  
  
Psalm 23 (NIV) The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green 

pastures. He leads me beside still waters.  He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of 
righteousness for his name's sake.  Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  You prepare a 
table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup 
overflows.   Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell 

in the house of the Lord forever. 
  



 It expresses as simply and clearly as any the role of God as our protector and provider in life 

 Believers are never pictured in Scripture as mighty lions, independent and self-sufficient;  

 Rather, they are sheep who are dependent on their Shepherd for His provision and protection 

 God as shepherd - provides - I shall not want 

 God as shepherd - leads - He leads me beside still waters 

 God as shepherd - restores - He restores my soul 

 God as shepherd - comforts - your rod and your staff, they comfort me 

 God as shepherd - honors - You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies 

 God as shepherd - secures - I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

  
3rd) Sheep WILL KNOW the voice of the shepherd.  

 
John 10:4 (NIV) When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep 

follow him because they know his voice.  
  
Hearing is: 

 
A) NATURAL. 

 

 Hearing God comes natural to us as believers 

 Sheep are born with a natural ability to hear the shepherd 

 When we become Christians, we are born with the ability to hear God’s voice 

  
Eph. 2:4-6 (ESV) But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 
even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you 

have been saved—  and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, 

  

 “People are meant to live in an ongoing conversation with God, speaking and being 
spoken to.” 

  
B) LEARNED. 

  

 Lord teach us how to pray  

  
C)  DEVELOPED. 
  

1 Thessalonians 5:17 (NIV) “pray continually”  
  

Hebrews 5:13-14 (ESV)  for everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, 
since he is a child. 14 But solid food is for the mature, for those who have their powers of 
discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish good from evil. 

  
4th) Sheep Can be DISTRACTED . 

 



John 10:5 (NIV) But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him 
because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 

  
Matt. 16:23 (ESV) But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance 

to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” 
  
CONSISTENT with the Word. 

  
Romans 8:1 (ESV) There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

  
CONFLICT with Human Nature. 
  

CHALLENGE to our faith. 
 


