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 What  To Do When It Seems Hopeless 

 

Luke 18:35-43 (ESV) As he drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside 

begging.  And hearing a crowd going by, he inquired what this meant.  They told him, “Jesus of 

Nazareth is passing by.”  And he cried out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”  And 

those who were in front rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, “Son 

of David, have mercy on me!”  And Jesus stopped and commanded him to be brought to him. 

And when he came near, he asked him,  “What do you want me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, 

let me recover my sight.”  And Jesus said to him, “Recover your sight; your faith has made you 

well.”  And immediately he recovered his sight and followed him, glorifying God. And all the 

people, when they saw it, gave praise to God. 

 

What To Do When It Seems Hopeless: 

1st) Seek  JESUS.  

 

Luke 18:35-38 (ESV) As he drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside 

begging.  And hearing a crowd going by, he inquired what this meant.  They told him, “Jesus of 

Nazareth is passing by.”  And he cried out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 

 

 He Shouted 

 He was serious in his prayer 

 His prayer was passionate 

 It was directed to Jesus 

 Son of David 

 He believes Jesus to be the Messianic king. 

 He acknowledges Jesus for who he is 

 He had heard about Jesus 

 

Romans 10:17 (ESV) So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 

 

 What you repeatedly hear you will eventually believe 

 God’s word in your heart 

 Choose Faith Over Fear 

 What you feed will eventually grow 

 

2nd) Pray CONSISTENTLY.    

 

Luke 18:39 (ESV)And those who were in front rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried 

out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 

 

 You don’t give in to discouragement.   

 



 

Colossians 4:2 (TLB) Don’t be weary in prayer; keep at it; watch for God’s answers, and 

remember to be thankful when they come.  

  

1 Thessalonians 5:1 (GNV) Pray continually.  

  

 

2 Reasons To Be Consistent: 

A) It Shows I’m SERIOUS 

 

B)  It prepares you for the ANSWER.  

 

 While you’re waiting, God is working.   

 The truth is He’s working on you.   

 

James 1:4 (AMP) And let endurance have its perfect result and do a thorough work, so that you 

may be perfect and completely developed [in your faith], lacking in nothing.  

 

 God isn’t offended by your biggest dreams or boldest prayers.  

 

3rd) Get SPECIFIC. 

 

 Luke 18:40-41 (ESV)And Jesus stopped and commanded him to be brought to him. And when he 

came near, he asked him, “What do you want me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, let me recover 

my sight.” 

 

 Don’t be vague 

 Don’t be general 

 Spell it out 

 Be precise 

 The more specific you can be the greater the miracle.  

 Vague prayers get vague answers  

 If Jesus Christ came to you right now, walked down to your seat, stood in front of you and 

asked “What do you want Me to do for you?”  

 Get a prayer journal and write out your prayers.   

 When you get the answer, write the answer down! 

 

 Jer. 33:3 (CJB)Call out to me, and I will answer you — I will tell you great things, hidden 

things of which you are unaware.  

 

 During an especially trying time in the work of the China Inland Mission, Hudson Taylor 

wrote to his wife, “We have twenty-five cents—and all the promises of God!   

 

Philippians 4:6 (NIV) Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and 

petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  



 

4th) Pray With EXPECTATION.   

 

 Luke 18:42 (ESV) And Jesus said to him, “Recover your sight; your faith has made you well.”   

 

 You must expect God to answer.   

 I’m not demanding God, I’m expecting God 

 Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible, and receives the impossible.  

 It’s not the size of your faith  

 It’s the size of your God 

 

How to increase your faith: 

A) Fill Your Mind With God’s WORD.  

  

 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 

 

B) Make FAITH sized requests 

 

 Start where you are 

 

5th) Be THANKFUL.   

 

 Luke 18:43 (ESV) And immediately he recovered his sight and followed him, glorifying God. 

And all the people, when they saw it, gave praise to God. 

 


