
James 1:1-6 (ESV) James, a servant of God and of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion: 
Greetings. Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet 
trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your 
faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have 
its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking 
in nothing.

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives 
generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him. 
But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who 
doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed 
by the wind. For that person must not suppose that he will 
receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, 
unstable in all his ways.

Problems
1. Problems are unavoidable. 

James 1:2 (ESV) Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet 
trials of various kinds...

John 16:33 (NIV) “I have told you these things, so that in Me you 
may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take 
heart! I have overcome the world.”

1 Peter 4:12 (NIV) Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery 
ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though something 
strange were happening to you.

2. Problems are unique. 
James 1:2 (ESV) Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet 
trials of various kinds...

3. Problems are random. 
James 1:2 (ESV) Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet 
trials of various kinds...

4. Problems are productive.  
James 1:3 (ESV) ...for you know that the testing of your faith 
produces steadfastness.

How God Uses Problems

 ► My Faith Gets tested.   
James 1:3 (ESV) ...for you know that the testing of  
your faith... 

 ► My Endurance Is developed. 
James 1:3 (ESV) ...produces steadfastness.

 ► My Character is matured. 
James 1:4 (ESV) And let steadfastness have its full effect, 
that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

How Do I Respond? 
1. Rejoice 

James 1:2 (ESV) Count it all joy...

Psalm 118:24 (ESV) This is the day that the Lord has made; let us 
rejoice and be glad in it.

Romans 5:3-5 (ESV) More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, 
knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance 
produces character, and character produces hope, and hope 
does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured 
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

2. Request 
James 1:5 (ESV) If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God... 

Jeremiah 33:3 (ESV) "Call to Me and I will answer you, and will 
tell you great and hidden things that you have not known." 

James 1:5-7 (PHPS) If in the process any of you doesn't know 
how to meet any particular problem, you only have to ask God 
who gives generously to all men without making them feel 
guilty and you may be sure that the necessary wisdom will be 
given to you.

3. Rely 
James 1:6 (ESV) But let him ask in faith...  

4. Remember  
James 1:12 (ESV) Blessed is the man who remains steadfast 
under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the 
crown of life, which God has promised to those who love Him.



 

Inviting someone to 
our online services 
is this easy.
Do you know someone who’s just 
one ask away from a relationship  
with Jesus? Invite them to church.
Search GraceChurchEast on FB & YouTube 

D O N ' T  M I S S  A  S T E P 
Join us as we livestream services Sundays @ 11 am only. 
Search GraceChurchEast on FB & YouTube. 

GraceKids online services are Saturdays @ 6 pm.  
Go to GraceSTL.org/Connect/Ministries/Grace-kids. 

Grace Students livestream services are Wednesdays  
@ 7 pm. Search GraceChurchSTL on FB & YouTube.

During the month of April you  
can help provide shoes for those 
in need by making a donation. 
To donate, please visit  
graceeast.org/barefoot.

April Is  

Barefoot 
Month!

 

VBS is VBS is 
postponed postponed 
until until 
further further 
noticenotice

We will 
keep you 
posted!


